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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 430 p.m.,
and read prayers.

QUESTION—MEEKATHARRA WATER
SUPPLY, RETICULATION.

Mr. MARSHALL asked the Minister for
Works: 1, Will he immediately inguire into
the retrenchment of pumpers on the retienla-
tion system at Meckatharra which by reason
of water shortage is likely to cause a cessa-
tion of mining operations there? 2, In the
event of one or more mines being stopped
through water shortage, dne to retrenchment,
will he take the neeessary steps to dismiss the
responsible officer?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS replied: 1,
The position has been well eonsidered. anp-
ers have heen reduced from two to one for
the present for reasons of cconomy. There is
no visk of water shmtagc, ag arrangements
are being made for the mines affccted to pro-
vide theiy own supphcs, when Garden Guily
is shut down. 2, The position will not arise.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.
Fleventh Day—~Conclusion.
Debate resumed from the previous day.

Mr, DAVIES (Gnildford) [4.37]: I do not
know whether other hon. members have been
affected by this debate in the same way as 1
have been. I confess that 1 have not spent
a more interesting or more instructive time in
the House than during the present debate on
the Address-in-reply.  If there is one thing
which has strvek me more foreibly than an-
other, it is the nnanimity in the Chamber re-
garding the importance of jmmigration and
land developmient in this State, It is rightly
stated in the Governor’s Speech that the most
important subjects are those of immigration
and finanee, To this  State  immigration
means Hnanee, and providing the Government
have the co-operation of all parties, as prom-
ised during this debate, there is no doubt that
immigration will prove a huge success. Mr.
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Wigaall,, the gentleman who was defended by
the wmember for Kanowna (Hon. T. Walker)
last night, came to this State as a member
of a Royal Commission; and in one of his
addresses be declared that the scheme of the
Mitehell Government was a very bold one.
[ subscribe to that statement. It is a bold
scheme, but not holder than the poliey of a
White Australia. The six millions of people
scttled in this continent have laid down a
policy which ig affecting a thousand millions
of the coloured races, and unless we get popu-
lation inte Western Australia that peliey will
be challenged sooner or later. Now I wish
to give a quotation from a speech made by a
gentleman in the Eastern States a little white
ago—

The question of formwlating a public
policy of settlement and develepment was
one that deserved the closest attention. The
Labour movement  had to recognise the
neeessity of filling up the spaces in Queens-
land and Australia, We could never hope
to be a self-reliant nation unless we got
more people in Australia, We would have

to fill the empty spaces, for we were
menaeed  a$  the present time by a
danger too few recognised. That was
the danger from the Asiatie, This was

no figment of the imagination. Public ‘men

in France te whom he had talked on tlig

matter ridiculed the idea of Australia being
ithle to remain a white man’s country with

only a handful of people holding three mil-

lion square miles of territory. Australia

wonld one day he called upon to defend
herself from Asiatic mvasion, Anyone who
doubted this, lived in a fool's paradise,

Even Ameriex, one of the greatest demoe-

racies in the world, was yielding to Jap-

anese pressure on the question of immigra-

tion. He hud spoken pliainly on this ques-

tion, becanse he wanted them to realise

that the danger from Japan was real,
That is the utterance not of a jingo, or of a
flag-wagger, or a militarist; it ia the calm,
dispassionate utterance of Mr. Theodore, the
Premier of Queensland.

Mr. Marshall: You have paid a visit to the
North-West. What do you think of the mil-
lion-acre policy?

Mr. DAVIES: The quotation which T have
read comes with very pood grace from a man
who, I am hound to acknowledge, possesses
one of the brightest iutellects in the Austra-
lian Labour movement.

Alr, Lutey: Or in any other movement.

Mr. RPAVIES: Those sentiments were ut-
tered, not at a patriotic gathering, but to a
meeting of Queensland unemployed. Much has
been said in this House regarding the type
of migrants brounght to Auwstralia. Before
dealing with that subiecct, let me give the im-
migration figures of the last vear, and of
the present year up to the end of June. Dur-
ing 1922 there came to this State 1,467 nom-
inated migrants, ..,009 migrants -1ssmted by
the Government, and 2,144 migrants whe paid
their full passage. Thus, out of a total of
6,513 migrants mere than 50 per cent. either
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were brought to this country by their friends
who were already settled here—and who muat
have made a success or they would not have
broucht their friends out—or else paid their
full fares. During the past six months of
the present year, 485 migrants were nomin-
ated by their friends and 935 paid thejr full
passagre, the total number of migrants to
Western  Australia during the six months
being 2,711, That is to say, a little more
than one-third of the newcomers to this
State during the corrent year up to the ead
of June were nominated by friends here or
else puid the full fare. 1t has been made
a charge againat the Government that many
vndesirables are coming to this State. The
allegation is that cither by slipping through
the medieal examination at Home, or by
some other undechand means, undesirables
find their way to Australia. I have come
ir contiet with hundreds of the new people,
anl I ean declare that ihey are up ro the
avernge standard of the people in the Old
Connrrv. | am pef going to offer any
aps. 2y for the neweomers, bat | certainly
baid a brief for them in tlis regard, that
altiough T have been a resident of Awnstralia
for rearly a quarter of a century | recognise
thai the people of the Old ¢‘ountry have not
had the chances that the Australians have
had.

Ay, 0. Thomson: In what way?

Mr. DAVIES: The day is not very far
distant when women worked in the canl
mine- of tie Old Country, girls who ex-
pected some day to he the mothers of future
Fuglishien, Scoichmen, and Welshmen,

Hon, W, ¢, Angwin: | remember them
worliing in the tin mines.

Mr. DAVIES: They were working in the
brick yards when [ left the Old Country,
wheesing green bhricks to the kiln and work-
ing om the. machines; and possibly o fow
months after leaving sueh emplovment those
girls may have become mothers.

Mr. J. Thomson: They were working on
the roal mines, not down in the eoal mines.

Mr. DAVIES: T do not know whether
they 2ve working on the conl mines to-day.
Thesy were doing so in my day, though not
during the time T was working in the mines.
How is it poswyible for the sons and daughters
of mothers wio were expected to perform
surh work in the potteries of Staffordshire,
the coal mines of Wales, and brickworgs
throughont the TUnited Kingdom to e as
good as the young Australiang?

Mr. Underwood: How did our parents pet
here?

Mr. DAVIES: Those of us who have read
Sir Philip Gibbs’s hook ¢‘The Sonl of the
Samme. "’ will vnderstand the calibre of the
mrn who, as mere eallow vouths, were sent
from England to Franes without very much
training, and, notwithstanding this, are to
bhe eredited with bringing to a stop the mosr
perfect military machine that has ever ex-
isted—the German army. After a short
resitznee in Austrafia, and seme frainineg,
those men will make gnod. as their forhears
who came to Anstralia made good. Tt is up

BN

te us to offer the right hand of feXowship
to the neweomers. Therc has been a Ing of
disenscion regarding the methods of the
Government in srttling those pesple. T have
vigited the group settlements. . I dit nor
make a casual visit, bat went down with the
deliberate intention of staying for a while
amongst the settlers. I hved with a group
settler in Wis hut, I supped at his table with
bim and his family, helped them to cook the
food, and proceeded with the settler to his
work. On that particular group were three
Australians and 17 new choms. [ got it
from thre Mustralians that the new chums
were worlting as well as any men they had
ever known, [ is said that the new arrivals
ought to have 12 mnnths cxperience in rie
State before they are placed oo a group
settlement.

Mr. Marshall: No, before they ave placed
on land of their own,

Ton, W, . Angwin: We have thousanas
of suceessful farmers who were never on the
land until they touk it up for themselves,

AMr. DAVIES: Many of those 17 'in the
Jarunadup group arrived in August last. T
do not know whether it is more coincidenee,
hut the three groups [ visited, Nos. 21, 23
and 31, had been visited by the Prime Min.
ister, by the Overseas Settlement Delega-
tion, and by various other delegations,
Whether those three groups are regarded as
the star groups, | do not know.

Mr. J. IL Swith: No, the men have only
Just begun on them,

Mre. DAVIES: At Jarnadup [ met the
settlers of three groups, The residents of
cach group vontended that their group was
the star group of the South-West. To me
this friendly iivalry scemed an indication
that the men on those groups were deter-
mined to earve out homes for themselves
and their families. But I would ask the Gov-
ernment not to plave on group settlemenis
middle-aged men without families. 1t has
been contended that the test will eome when
the anstenance ceases. [ cannot say what will
happen then, hut is is enly reasonable to as-
sume that a large percentage of the midile-
aged men without families will not be
prepared to spend another 10 vears carving
out homes uafter the cessation of the sus-
tenance. unless they have relatives to whom
to leave the homes. After the dissolution
of the group, it will take another 10 vears
to romplete the home. Tt may seem a
long time, but the wage.carner has to
spend 13 vears of his working life in get.
ting his home together. Tt took me that
time. Bo it will he seen that on the group
settlements 10 vears is not too long a time
for the purpore. Tlowever, it i+ a long time
for a man alrewly 43 or 30 vears of gue. After
another 10 vears he will net be able to work
his place and. having noboly to leave it to, it
is quite possible that he and many other
middle-aged men will not stick to the group
settlement. The other nizht the momber for
Avon (Mr. Harrison) interjected that people
coulil be settled in other parts of the Stute,
particularly in the wheat areas, more quickly
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than in the South-West, During a Parlia-
mentary visit to the South-West a function
war held nt Busselton. In the conrse of a
speech, somebody declaved that what we
wanted was larger families and smaller nreas,
At that time the group settlements had not
been thought of. Every member of Parliament
present at that funetion applauded the state-
ment that we required Iarger families aud
smaller areas.

Mr. Wilson: 1 was there, but [ do not ve-
wember that statement.

Mr, J. Thomson: Nor do I, although [ was
there.

Mr. Munsie: At all eveats, the group set-
tlements were in existence at that time,

Mr. DAVIES: Only for rcturned soldiers;
not for civilians.

AMr, Munsie: Yes, we went and saw one at
Pemberton.

Mr. DAVIES: I do not remember that.
Avyhow, the statement that we require
larger familics and smaller areas was every-
where applauded, and was published in the
Press.

Mr. Wilson: Was it the speaker or the
speech that was applauded?

Mr. DAVIES: 1| presume it was  the
speech.  Now that the Government are en-
deavouring to bring about a poliey of larger
tamilies and smaller areas, they are siill open
to criticism by reason of the fact they are
not putting into operation further wheat
farms, As I say, ouly the other evening it
was deelared that people could be settled more
quickly on a 1,000-acre block in the wheat
areas than on a 100-acre bloek in the timber
country. But is it logical to assume that a
country will progress more rapidly with one
family to every thousand acres than if it had
a family te every hundred aeres? In our read
board arcas are towns with a small popula
tion spread over great arcas. Comsult the
Tocal authorities, and they will tell you the
area is §o preat it is not possible to provide
adequate means of transport, but that if the
pepulation were gathered closer together, ade-
quate transport could easily be provided. So,
too, with the group scttlements. I am not
wging the Government to slow down on the
wheat areas, but I am econcerned about the
suecess of the group settlements.

Mr, Willeoek: Tt eosts more to clear 100
acres down there than to elear 1,000 aeres in
the wheat areas.

Mr. DAVIES: Yes. It has been stated
definitely by high aunthorities that it is neces-
sary to have 1,000 acres of wheat land cleared,
so that a man may have » portion under fal-
low while another portion is under crop.

Mr, Willeock: The policy of the depart-
ment now is to have only 60C acres cleared.

Mr. DAVIES: ™The policy of the Govern-
meut in respect of group settlement is not to
have the full 100 acres cleared, but fo have
25 neres partially cleared.

Mr. Underwood: Ts 25 acres sufficient?

Mr, DAVIES: I do not know. Experience
alone can show.
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Mr. Underwood: How can a man, having a
hard struggle, be expected to carry and pay
tor 75 acres which he is net using!?

Mr, DAVIES: That i3 one of the com-
plaints of the group settlers. They sk,
“Why don't the Government fence the whole
100 acres?’’ They are atraid their eattle will
be runuing wild, Of course, if the full 100
acres of lheavily timbered country in the
Bonth-West were cleared, it would entail a
tremendous cost. The member for Murchi-
son (Mr. Marshall) referred to the North-
West. The Premier told us the other even-
ing that the population on the group setile-
ments was about 1,250 settlers, aml in ad-
dition their wives and children. Althongh
the group scttlements have been in exist-
ence for only a comparatively short time,
they have a greater population than is to
be found in the whole of the North-West.

Mr. Underwood: The group settler is on
ten bob a day; the man in the North-West is
not.

AMr. DAVIES: Tf the Gevernment eontinue
their group settlements at the same pace for
the next three years, they will be well up to
the mark in their obligations to the Tmperial
authorities. During the debate scvere strie-
tures have been passed ou the Primary Pro-
ducers’ Association.

Me. Underwood: Hear, lear! warranted
too.
Mr. DAVIES: I cannot separate the

Country Party from the Primary Iroducers’
Assoreiation, Yet T am told there is a hig
difference, that the Primary Producers’ Asso-
ciation is an association of primary producers,
whereas the Country Party members are the
farming represcntatives, regardless of whether
or not they are primary producers.

My, Johnston: They must be members of
the Primary Producers’ Association,

Mr. DAVIES: But was that always so?

My, Johnston: Yes, they joined the or-
ganisation.

Mr. DAVIES: And that made them pri-
mary produeers? Then where is the dif-
ference hetween the two organisations?
Many of the strictures levelled against the
Primary Producers’ Association eannot lie
with equal justice against the Country Party.
From my observations in this House, and I
listen with close attention to every speech
that is delivered here, I have found that the
Country Party in this House have heen very
loyal indeed to the Government by way of
criticism. Times have changed in this House
as they have changed elsewhere regarding tha
freedom of members to criticise the action of
the Government that may be in power. In
many instances Ministers have heen prene to
regard the eriticism of the policy of the Gov-
ernment, or the administration of the Govern-
ment, as hostile to themselves, But that is
not so. T was nmot here prior to the ereation
of nationalism, but I do know that under
what was known as the caucus system, mem-
bers were more or less gagged when they
came into the House. T do not mean they
were gagged in the sense that if they desired
to speak they could not do so, but they were
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gagged to the extent that a particular matter
was first diseussed in caucus, Wwhether that
caucns was Liberal or Labour, and that after
it had been so discussed, the members affeeted
came dewn in 2 solid bedy and declared,
“That is our policy; those are our pro-
posals; you can aceept or reject them.’’
And the proposals were usnally ecarried by
the House because they had been first dis-
cussed in caucus and decided upon by a ma-
jority.

Mr. Willeock: That is what you did with
the Electoral Distriets Bill. -~

Mr., DAVIES: That is not eorrect. The
question of the redistribution and the ap-
pointment of Commissioners did not affect
prembers when the subjeet was sehumitted to
the House. They were able to please them-
selves whether they supported or opposed the
Bill. There is not an hon. member in this
Chamber who is willing to wrge the continua-
tion of the existing distribution. But per-
haps it would net be wise to deal with the
vroposed  redistribution just now; we shall
have an interesting debate on the subject when
the matter comes before the House. No mem-
ber likes the idea of losing any of his electors,
some of whom may be friends, and some of
whom may even be enemies.

AMr. Marshall: My trouble is that T have
more than I want in my electorate.

Mr. DAVEES: The hon. member is very
fortunate because he is ome of a very few
living to-day who has more than he wants.
With regard to the eriticism of the Primary
Producers’ Associatien, anyone who is a
reader of “*The Primary FProducer'’ news-
paper

Mr. Marshall:
it.

Mr. DAVIES: 1 read all the papers, in-
cluding ‘“The Worker,”! and [ read everr
colunm of that newspaper each wéek., Pos-
sibly, if not probably, what applies to ‘' The
Primary Producer’’ applies to ‘'The Work-
¢r.’? What applies to the Country Party in
this House and their loyalty to the Govern-
nent applies equally to the Opposition. There
have been a few disecordant notes struek dur-
ing fthis debate, but so far as the Leader of
the Opposition, the Deputy Leader, and the
member for Kanowna are concerned, we know
that they are supporting the immigration
policy of the Government.

Mr. Corhoy: They cndorse immigration as
a principle. Yours is not a strietly true state-
ment of the position.

Mr. DAVTES: Anyone who reuds ‘‘The
Primary FProducer’’ newspaper cannct but
come to the conclusion that notwithstanding
the support given to the Government regard-
ing their poliey of immigration, the journal is
bitterly opposed to the general policy of the
Mitchell Government.

Mr. Marshall: They have an axe to grind.

Mr. DAVIES: Tf son ask the Country
Party members in this IHouse whether **The
Primary Producer’’ is the offieial organ of
the Country Party, one wiil reply that it has

You should be a reader of
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nothing whatever to do with the Country
Party.

Mr, Collier: It is my official organ.

Mr. DAVIES: If you go to another mem-
ber ol the Country Party he will say that it
is not the official organ of the Country Party,
but that it is the official organ of the prim-
ary producer,

Mr. Richardson:

Mr, DAVIES:
which the tail?

Mr. Corbos: The tail is here, and the head
is outside wagging the tail

My, ). H. Smith. Be fair and mention the
ninnes.

My, DAVIES: [t is not a matter of men-
tioning nawes; those are the answers that
have been given to me,

My, J. H. Smith: Let us have the.names.

Mr. DAVIES: Even in the lust issue of
“The Worker'' [ noticed the heading ‘¢ An
Epidemie of Suicides and Stowaways.’

Mr. Wilson: There have been u good many
stowawiys,

Mr. Underwood: The trouble is that the
stowaways are brought back.

My, DAVTES: You have only to read that
article and you ean come to no other conclu-
sion than that the Government arc bringing
those unfortunate people to Western Aus-
tralin. The member for Kuanowna (Hon. T.
Walker) went to America recently and he has
told us sinee his return of the pep that is in
the American. T have not had the good
fortune to visit the United Kingdom in re-
cent years, but I have met people who have
been there lately, and they have told me that
the O1d Country is passing through a tragic
time. I have letters in my possession from
coal miners in South Wales who declare that
they have worked for a fortnight and that
at the end of that time they had to go to
the parish for relief.

Mr. Conmingham: Are they not doing that
here to-day?

Mr. DAVIES: That is a differcnt matter.
There is a big differcnee between a man work-
ing every day and a man working for a fort-
night only.

Alr. Wilson:
fortnight?

Mr. Corboy: Do you mean that their wages
arc so low that they cannot provile them-
selves with the necessaries of life?

Mr. DAVIES: That is the position.

Mr. Marshall: What a great advertisement
for the motherland.

AMr. SPEAKER: Order!

Mr. DAVIES: It is not n question of an
advertisement for the motherland at all. Tt
is a question of the tragic position she finds
herself in through having a surplus popu-
lation, and through the disturbed position
in Europe. Tt is not a matter 10 joke ahout.
When we have a member of this House stating
that we are bringing out to this eountry the
unfortunate people T have deseribed, aml
when we find a newanaper of the standing of
‘“The Worker’’ stating that there is an epi-
demic of suieides and stowaways, we ean come

Which is whieh?
Which is the head und

What do they do after the



396

to only one coneclusion amd it is that these sui-
cides ave caused by difficulties that are met
with lhere.

Mr. Underwood: You must have a peculiar
mind to read that stuff,

Alr, DAVIES: A statemient was made herg
last week that doles are handed out to peo-
ple in the United Kingdom, and exeeption
was taken to the vse of the word ‘‘dole.”?
The hon. member who alluded to the matter
st that the workers of Great Britain con-
tributed towards that fund from which to-day
they were receiving sustenanee,  Ho they do
[t is not only the Liberals of the old eountry,
nor yet the conservatives who refer in Eng-
land to the payments to the unemployed as
doles.  The word is used also hy the Inde-
pendent Labour Party there and Mr. JF. R,
Clynides, the deputy leader of fhaat yuvty,
stated only ast week that it wonld be better
for the Pritish Government o pay the work-
ers £1 0 weck than to pay them 135 a week
by wav of unemployment relief.

“Ar. Wilson : Fifteen shillings is only a dole.

Ay, DAVIES: How much more is £1 a
week for working? That is the voint T want
to make. [f it was swegosted in this conn.
trv that men should receive less than the
basic ware, the person whe made the sugges-
tion would be hanged.

Meomber ordered io withdraw.

Mr, Marshall: There ate employers in this
State to-day who are paying less thin the
hasie wage.

Mr. DAVIES:
he proseented.

Mr, Marshall: They are the sort of peanle
who sit behind you and support you at Par-
liamentary eleetions.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order!
Muarchison must keep order.

Mr. ATarshall: You are the political tool
ot that elass of man.

AMr. SPEAKER: The hon.
withdraw that remark,

Mr. Marshall: I will not withdraw it and
I eballenge your rnling, There is nothing
in the Standing Orders under which you can
compel me to withdraw,

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member must
withdraw the statement,

Mr. Marshall: T refuse to withdraw it be-
canse it is true,

Mr. SPEAKER: Then the hon.
must leave the Chamber.

Mr. Marshall: I refuse to do that.

Mr. SPEAKER: Sergeant-at-Arms, re-
move the hon. member.

Mr. Marshall: Before T am removed I re-
peat that members opposite arc nothing but
the politiral agents of the capitalists of this
Btate.

Tf that is so, thex should

The member for

member must

member

[The member for Murchison then left the
Chamber.]

Debate resumed,

Mr. Wilson: Do you mean to say that £1
2 week is the wage paid in the Old Country!?
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Ar, DAVIES: XNo; it is far from being
a reaular wage. The point T wish to make
at this juncture is tnat no less a person than
Air 0L Rl Clyndes—but let me quote the words
he used in the course of a speceh delivered
hy him at Cambridge. T do not know whether
he wits addressing the University students or
not.

Mr. Willeoek: He was talking on econont-
ivs, not praectical polities,

Mr. DAVIES: He declared it would ba
hotter to pay £1 a week in wages for com-
Jetitive work’ than give a dole of 1bs.

. AMr, Munsie: 8¢ it would, I quite agree,
Mr. DAVIES: T am not disagrecing.
Mr. Willeock: That is from the peint of

view of cvonomics, .
Mr. DAVIES: Whatever the idea wasy,

it may bhe onstrued into meaning that e is

telling the unemployed workers of the United

Wipgdom. who are {p-day on » sustenance al-

fowanee of 138 a week, that it would he net-

ter for the Gevernment to find work for {hese

Hitiedk - -

Mr. Willeack:

My, DAVIES:
for €1 0 week,

Mr. Corboy: For o pound’s worth of wark,

My, DAVIKS: 1 know just as mueh about
it as the hon. members interjecting.

My, Munsie: He does not say £1 a week.

WIr. DAVIES: They know no moere and no
Tesy than T de.

Mr. Corboy: Do you suggest that he meant
they should work for a whele week for £17

Mr. DAVIES: T am not suggesting any-
thine, hut am reading the statement.

My, {lorhoy: You are making the inference.

Ar, DAVIES: Members can make what in-
ferenee they like from the statement. If a
similar statement wns made in this State by
the Leader of the Opposition or his de-
puty ——

Mr. Monsie: It has heen made and advo-
cated to the Premier already more than once,

Mr., DAVIES: T am not, responsible for
that. Tf a statement ltke that was made i
would he misconstrued.

Mr. Munsie: Yon are misconstruing it now.
There i3 no harm in the statement,

2fr. DAVIES: T am not econdemning it.
Tt would, however, be misconstrued by
hundreds of worliers in this State to mean
that it wos the opinion of the Leader of
the Labour Party that he would soaner men
aceepted €1 a weck for work than 15s. as
a dole.

Mr. Munsie: He did not say that.

Mr. Corboy: Why are you putting it up,
so that it shall he misconstrued here?

Mr, SPEAKER: Hon. members must «ease
interjecting,

Mr. DAVIES: Tt appeared in the public
Pross.

My, Willeoek: Let ns get hack to West-
ern Australia.

Hon, W. C, Angwin: The miners in Corn-
wall asked the (overnment fo subsiilise
them instead of paving them doles but the
tlovernment refused.

Not at £1 a week.
iven if they had to work
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My, SPHAKER: [ oeannor
argamenls xeross the Chamber,

dr, DAVIES: With reganl to the bwmi-
uts that are heing hruuu‘nt out herre, 1 am
pi.-i the ojinion of members opllu‘ilt[‘ s not
i by 1le member for North-East Fre-
mmitle,  He knows what the conditiens are
in the Old Country,

Hon, W, . Angwin: They are improving,

AMr. DAVIES: According to the retarns
puidished in the paper, but not to the exrent
we in Auwstralia woubl like to see. 1 hope
the caaperation that has been promised will
bring some relief to the Ol Country. It
is mot an appeal made te us only in our
oy State but it is an appeal to the justice
ot Mustra'in, We have been permiited by
the proteciion of the British Navy to lay
down a policy in Australia, which will be
roourded in the yveors to coine as the greatest
caperiment that any demoeraey attempted,
that is to keep this land, which at one time
belonged to a coloured race, a white man‘a
eommtry.  Mnless every seetion of the com-
ity realises the fact that there is danger
alwad, that pelicy witl not cndure. Criti-
cizm has heen levelled against the Govern-
ment beeause they have aceepted the help
of the New Settlers’ League. Member after
member las denounced the Government—T
do not know that 1 am fair in using that
terim—for pussing this work over to a non-
official hody. This self-imposed task on the
part of the New Settlers’ Leagne is worthy
of rvery eemnmendation and not condemna-
tiot. Tt is only another branck of the Ugly
AMen's Association. Has anyone alleged that
the Tgly Men shouid not undertake the re-
lief mensures in whieh they have been en-
giged during the last seven vears?

Mr. Corhoy: Tt was for that reasen they
were eéreated.

Mr. DAVIES: Tf it is a eharge agninst
the New Settlers’ League that they are
asvisting the Government in placing new set-
tiers on the lanmd, it. ought to be a charge
aguainst the Ugly Men’s Association that they
are relieving people who are in distressing
circumstances,

Mr., Corboy: There are many cases of
neeessity to which the regulations of the
Charities Department de not apply,

My, DAVTES: Tt is a question of party
that iz entering into the matter. Whether
the party opposite or this party is in power,
any Govermmuent would he glad to aecept the
servivces of the New Settlers’ League in
placing the people on the land.

Mr. Willrork: The Labour Party ser up
a decvent standard of wages.

Mr. DAVIES: That is another matter.
We onght to he fair in our eriticism against
the Ginvernment regarding that organisation,

Mr. Mann: Our soldiers only received £1
a week when putting in their first perieds
of training.

Mr. DAVIES: Much has been said regard-
ing unemplovment. T do not know whether
it has taken the wind out of the sails of
those who have claimed that unemployment
exists, hat there is an admission in to-day’s

allow these
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papes that not so omch s heard of unem-
plovinent oy was the ease n few weeks ayo.
That ix very pleasant news for all.  Fven
when wwe mpiovment was alleged to bhe at
it= height, when a enaferenee wus called a
the Trales Hall, only 70 wen who were un-
employed atrended dr. 16 is 2 matter of
urent concern to the Government that any
men thould be out of emplovment. Fven
in the wmost prosperous rictes of the State,
when the Seaddan Government were in office,
one coull gather T4 men at one time who
were unewploved. To magnify that into
saving that theee is great unemplovment
iu the State 43 a Jibel upon Western Aws-
tralia,

My, Munyie; Did only 70 attend the meet-
ing of nnemployed?

Mr, DAVIES: Xo: T am referring to the
conferance,

Mr. Munsie: That was purely one of immi-
grants,

Fhe Colonial Seeretary:
immigrants.

Mr. Munsie: Yes.

The Colanial Seerctary:
visitors,

Mr, Munsie: The paper said Lthere were
0 [ ecounted them.

Mr. NAVIES: Even in the ravs of our
greatest prosperity we conld find a number
of wen secking work,

Mr. Munsie: 1 do not dispute that, buf
why fimit the number to 707 On the ocea-
sion of the meeting of the unemnploved there
were 30 nesent.

My, DAVIES: There are times in the
State when, if an advertisement were pub-
lished calling for wen, a considerable num-
her would come along and elaim that they
were wremmnloyed,

Mr. Willeoek: There are hundreds of men
wha are nnemploved who would not attend.

Mr. DAYIES: | want the House to realise
that even in Queensland, before the intrn-
duction of the Unemployed Iusurance Aer,
Alr, Theodore addressed a meeting of 300
unemployed in Townsville,

Mr. Mnnsie: D¢ not forget the Press were
not afraid to mention the fact in Qucens-
jand every day, hut we must not say aoy-
thing ahout it here beeanse the XNational
Government are in power and vou are sup-
porting it. TE you were on this side you
wounld he organising the thing every day
and harassing the Labour Government.

Mr, DAVIES: Wkhen the hon. member was
on his feet he Aid not have sufficient go to
come to the paint.

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon.
not he offensive.

Mr. DAVIES: [ do not mean to he. These
were 500 single men.

Hon. P. Collier: It is a marvellous thing
that they were all single men.

Mr. DAVIES: That was the statement
made in the Press.

Hon. P. Collier: It must be right then,

Mr. DAVIES: Tf T occupied the position
of Leader of the Opposition or that of the
memher for Hannans (Mr. Munsie), T wounld

They were not all

There were a few

member must
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have spent a shilling on a telegram to Queens-
land to ascertain the correctness of the state-
ment. They could have had an answer on
the following day.

Hon, P, Collier: We have to look
-our own State, not Queensland.

Mr. DAVIES: There were 500 unemployed
in receipt of sustenanee from the Government,
Mr. Theodore addvessing them said, ‘“‘If 1
were a gingle man I wonld walk the boots off
my feet before T arcepted sustenance at the
hands of the Government.’’

Mr. Willcoek: Tf vou had no money you
wounld have to get sustenance from some-
‘where.

Mr. DAVIES: That is not the point. Mr.
"Theodore had sufficient courage to tell those
men what his opinion was, whethor they
-agreed with it or disagreed. Mis speaking to
them like that and standing up to them, and
saying what he helieved to he correct, was
-one of the reasons why the Theodore Govera-
men was returned by such a big majority,

Mr. Munsie: Beeavse he stuck to his prin-
-ciples,

Mr. DAVIES: Because he stuck to his
zuus, He was courageous enocugh to do
0. Nothing can suceeed to-day umless it
i based on common sense and justice. I
parties wonld face the position squarvely, they
would be more likely to gain with the public
than lose. Members opposite must not forget
that some day they may get into power, and
they are building up for themselves a moun-
tain of trouble, Men will be looking at the
fecords and saying, ‘When you were in Op-
position you said such and such a thing,
Now you are in o responsible pesition we
expeet you to honour what you said yvou wounld
do.’”?

Mr. Munsie: We will do it.

AMr, DAVIES: ‘“We expeet you to do whai
vou said you would do when another Govern-
ment were in power.’’

Hon. P. Collier: T hope you will not hand
over all those multitudinous clippings to those
people.

Mr.
riglit.

Mr. DAVTES: T was on the executive when
the Seaddan Government were in power,

Han. P, Collier: T remember it well. You
were a most persistent man when you were
on that eommitiee.

Mr. DAVTES: The Leader of the Opposi-
tion, when T was on the cxecutive, was ever
ready to concede that what T put up was
logical,

Hon. P. Collier: T know one thing you put
up.  There were men getting 7s. 6d. a day
and we gzave them 9s. and you wanted them
to get 10s,

Mr. DAVIES: That is not so.

Hen. P. Collier: Yes, the Geraldton men.

Mr, DAVIES: The hon. member’s mem-
ary is at fault.

Hon, P. Collier: Tt was vour cxeentive and
rou were a member of it.

Mr. DAVTES: My memory is not at fault.

after

Munsie: He will organise them all
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Hen. P, Collier: Your executive were there.
and you were ivith them.

Mr. DAVIES: The hon. member’s memory
is at fanlt; mine is not. The Wilson Govern-
went were in power, and these men were re-
ceiving Ts. 6d. per day. In October the La-
hour Government came into power and im-
mediately a request was made to Cabinet to
increase the wages to 9s. per {day, That was
done without demur. That is my recollection
of the position.

Hon, P. Collier: And eertain men at Ger-
aldton refused to work for 9s. and went on
sirike for 10s. Your executive came along
and supported their request,

Mr. DAVIES: There may have been ex-
tenuating circumstances, so far as the Ger-
aldton men were concerned. The bulk of the
railwny men were pleased to get 9s, per day
from the Government,

Hon., P. Collier: You were most persistent
sl the meeting with the executive.

Mr. DAVTES: Perhaps so. [ have not
previously meuntioned the faet, but perhaps
members would be interested to know that
only recently at the Trades Hall T ivas re-
turned unanimously as viee-president of the
Building Trades executive, and was elected
to that position at the head of a hody com-
prising seven or eight of the unions in the
building trades,

Mr. Munsie: Yes, and you got one of your
own pals to move that there should be two
vice-presidents instead of one, thus saving
an election, That is hoew you got that ap-
pointment.

Mr., DAVIES: That assertion shows the
deplorable nature of party polities.

Mr. Muonsie: Tt is the truth, Was there not
only onc viee-president last year? I saw the
records of that meeting.

My, SPEATER: Order!

Mr. DAVIES: This gives one food for
thought. Tt shows that the hon, member dis-
piayed concern about the matter to such an
cxtent that he made inquiries.

Mr, Munsie: Nothing of the sort.
coneerned gave me the partieulars.

Mr. DAVIES: As a matter of faet, that
cpisode is not worth mentioning.

Mr. Muonsic: Yon are sorrv vou mentioned
it now,

Mr, DAVIES: No, I am not, bnt T want
to eorrect the hon, member.

Mr. Munsic:  What T said was true.

Mr, DAVIES: 1t may be as true as the
statement made by the member for Leeder-
ville {Capt. Carter) eoncerning the hon. mem-
ber, who presided at the New Setflers” con-
ference at the Trades Hall. Did the member
for Hannans (Mr. Munsie) deny that state-
ment last night.

Mre. Munrie: T deny it now,

Mr. DAVTES: Then the position we get
at is that a memher makes a statement and
another denies it. Tt remains for others to
aecept or rejeet the statement. Tt ddes not
get us anywhere.

Mr. Lambert:
slightest.

A man

We are not concerned in the
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Mp. DAVIES: I did not think the member
for Coolgardie (Mr. Lambert) would be con-
cerned.  He would welcome it rather than
otherwise.

My, Munsie: Of the bujlding {rades unions,
how many are affiliated with the ALF.?

Mr, DAVIES: That does not concern me.

Mr, Munsie: Of course it does. You can
he elected an oflicer of the National Federa-
tion to-morrow, but yon could not be cleeted
as un officer in conmection with the Labour
movement.

My, DAVIES: It comes with zood grace
from the president of the A.L.P., who refers
to the whole of the building trades unions of
this State like that!

Mr. Munsic: T asked how many werce af-
filinted with us.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! Order! Hom.
memhbors must keep order, .

Ar. DAVIES: How many are affiliated?

Mr. Munsic: Three out ¢f the whole num-
ber,

Mr. DAVIES: ITow many are there?

Mr. Munsie:  Yon should know.

Mr, SPEAKER: Order! The hon. member
must address: the Chair.

My, DAVIES: v any case, the statement
is on record and it ean be produeed at a later
staga. This is a clear statement and it is
made by the president of the AL.F.

My, Munsie: And I stick to it all right.

Mre. DAVIES: [t does not matter how
many univns are affiliated or whether they
are affiliated at all.

Mr. Munsie:
filiated.
Mr,
make?

Mr. Munsic: Do yon think we want scah
organisations here? Do you think we want
another packers’ nnion in this country?

My, DAVIES: 1 can hear a murmur going
round the Chamber; *‘That is a good one!’’

Mr. Willeock: I did not hear any mur-
murs,

Mr. DAVIES: The statement about scab
mions was referred to. Does the member
for Hannans say that the building trades
woiuns not affiliated with the Trades Hall
are scab unions? .

Mr. Munsie:
unions.

My, DAVIES: The member for Geraldton
(Mr. Wiilcock) says that they nre not con-
necied with the ALLP.

My, Willcock: Of course.

Mr., DAVIES:  Are they not legitimate
trades unions registered under the Arbitration
Aet?

Mr. Munsic: Yes. 8o is the Coolgardie
Miners’ Union, and that is a scab unjon.

Mr. DAVIES: DMembers of those unions
have as much right to live in this State as
the members of any ofher organisation.

DAVTES:  What difference Qoes it

I did not say they were seab

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! Hon. members
must keep order. These interjections must
cense,

Mr. Willeoek:
ing oceasionally.

Interjoctions are eneonrag-

There arve three of them nof- -

Jhy

Mr. DAVIES:
souraging.

Ion. 1. Colljer:
quarier of an hour,

Mr. DAVIES: 1 have been able to get
a word in now and again. [ wish to refer to
the apprenticeship question, which is an im-
portunt matter not only to the trades unions
of the State buot, what is more important, it
concerns the working men’s familirs.  THas
the time not arrived when we should review
the position regarding apprentices?

Mr. Willcock: Make the employers give
the youths apprenticeships,

Mr. DAVIES: [ am not dealing with that
side of the question at present L ean recoilect
ten or 15 years ugo when there was one ap-
prentive allowed for every five journoymen.
The trades union wovement contended that
they could not aceept any more apprentices
than in that proportion. They said that if
they aceepted more apprentices it would ua-
dermine the union movement.

And these have heen en-

Especially during the last

Mr. A, Thoemson: That was ridiculous
nonsense,
My, DAVIES: Speaking from memory,

the proportion was altered, and later it was
ong apprentice to every threc journeymen.

The Colonial Secretary:  The proportien
varies in different trades.

Mr. DAVIES: That would be about the
average. [t shows, however, that the trades
union movement during the intervening period
have scen that it is possible to make an al-
teration, without undermining their positiou.
T would be the last to suggest that their po-
sition should be undermined. s it not pos-
gible for something more to be done, for
it must bLe remembered that the boys of
trades unionists are those mostly concerned.

Mr. A, Thomson: That is the main point.

Mr. DAVIES: Ts it not possible to permit
u greater number of apprentices to be em-
ployed, and would it not be possible to reduce
the time of apprenticeship that has to be
served? Twenty or 25 vears ago apprentices
to the engineering trade had to serve a period
of five years. During that term they had to
learn fitting, turning, pattern making, mould-
ing, und possibly a little biacksmithing, That
wns the pesition, to my knowledge, in the
country from which I cawme. The apprentices
had to have a knowledge of all those trades,
and it ha@ te he picked wvp within the
five vears, To-day we have an apprentice for
turning, another for pattern makiog, and
another for moulding; yet they still have to
spend five vears in learning their particular
trade, notwithstanding the improvements in
machinery and equipment generally. T would
ask the Government if they cannnt see their
way clear to eall a conferenee of trades union
leaders of organisations sueh as the engineers,
the boilermakers, the blacksiniths, and the
mounlders, to ascertain whether they eannot
cmploy, for the sake of the vising generation,
a greater number of apprentices and allow a
shorter period to be served. An improvement
could ke brought about in that direction.
Tt would mean an addition of enc in five,
which is not mueh to the trades concerned,
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but it woull mean a great deal to the boys.
Would hon. members be svrprised to know
that when applications were called reeently
for hoys prepared to serve apprenticeships
at the Midland Junetion workshops, there
were 230 eandidates for 20 vacancies.

Mr. Munste: There were 73 applications
for one vacancy in the electrical trade.

Mr. DAVIES: That makes the position
worge and gives my words greater force. The
qualifieations required for the vacancies were
that the boys should be 5ft. Zin. in height;
they sheuld be from 15 to 17 vears of age,
and for the fitting apprenticeship the snccess-
ful lad was required to have passed the
seventh standard. The mentality of all the
lads sccuring the vacaneies had to be bright.
I doubt whether any country other than this
adopts so high a standard for its prospeetive
trainees.

Hon. P. Collier: Tt is a very high educa-
tion standard, and alse a high standard for
physique.

Mr, DAVIES: Yes.

Hon. P. Collier: They kecp raising the
standard beeanse there are so many offering
for so few vacancies.

Mr. DAVIES: That is so. Had the stand-
ard been slightly less, in all probability there
would have heen 400 applications for those
positions at the railway workshops. That
shows the position of affairs in this State.

Mr. A. Thomson: Tt is serious for the ris-
ing generation,

Mr. DAVIES: And becanse of
iousness, I have mentioned it here.

Mr. Munsic: What do you suggest to alter

its ser-

it?

Mr. DAVTES: A conference of the leaders
of the trades nnion movement, held under the
auspices of the Government. Perhaps the
cmployers might be called into the eonfer-
ence,

Hon. P. Collier: You know the number of
boys entering the engineering trade is not so
limited because of the number of apprentices,
but beeause there are ne vacancies.

Mr. DAVIES: Tt is owing to the fact
that only one apprentice may be employed to
every three journeymen,

Hon, P, Collier: But not to that alone.

Mr. DAVTES: T know the shops are car-
rying their full complement of apprentices.
Applications are called twice a year and not
more than 40 journeymen would bLe turned
aut.

Hon. P, Collier: Are the workshops always
full to their margin of onc to three?

Mr. DAVIES: T think so,

Hou. P. Collier: 1 do not think they are.
N Mr. DAVIES: At any rate, they ought to
e.

Mr. Munsie: Tf you get the employers at
the conference to agree to take apprentiees,
we will agree. Our experience is we cannot
get the empolvers to take apprentices. They
will not have them,

Mr. DAVIES: The hon. member has not
vet heard the whole of my proposal. T sug-
gest not that the ratio of apprentiecs be in-

- trade of turning. After a course at

[ASSEMBLY.]

creased, but that the period of apprenticeship
Le reduced.

Mr. A. Thomson: Why not preseribe one
apprentice to ench journeyman?

Mr. DAVIES: T would sooner allew the
men who have studied the question from all
standpoints to discuss that.

Mr. A. Thomson: The present system pre-
vents our own boys from learning a trade.

Mr. DAVIES: T ask the member for Han-
nans (Mr. Munsie) as the official head of
the ALP. in this State, whether an invita-
tion extended by the Government to deal with
this phase would be accepted. The reason I
suggest the trades union leaders be invited
is that, if they are not alive to their own
interests, to whose interests wonld they be
alive? I am satisfied that we have something
to lewrn from the expericnce gained during
the war. A dilution of labour took place in
the Old Country. Girls were put on to muni-
tion machines and, after a period of three
or six months, they became very cllicient. In
view of the improvements fo shop equipment,
is it neeessary that a lad should serve five
vears when four and a half, four, or even
three and a half years’ apprenticeship might
suffiece? [ have been to the Perth Teehnical
School and watched the lads who were serv-
ing their time at fikting in the Midland June.
tion workshops, taking a course in turning.
After three years' tuition and aided by their
knowledge of fitting, they were able to take
up the trade of turning and fitting. The
same applied to lads whe were learning the
the
Technieal School they were able to get work
as fitters and turners. They may not have
been so smart as men who had served the
five years® napprenticeship, but they were
smart enough to earn the award rate. T
stress this point because it is of the uwtmost
importance to the lads of this State.  The
member for Yilgarn (Mr. Corboy) Jast night
referred to unemployed insurance and gave
seme very good illustrations of its application
in Queensland. If we are going in for insur-
ance, bearing in mind the experiences in the
0ld Country, would it not be better fo insti-
tute a pension for widows and orphans rather
than adopt unemployment insurance. Tt has
been stated—with what truth I do not know
—that during the dockers’ strike in the Old
Country, the men showed a disinclination
to return to work, because they were ip re-
ceipt of a greater amount per week from
unemployment insurance than they could earn
at the docks. There was no incentive for
them to terminate the strike so long as they
could draw the nnemployment insurange,

Mr, Heron: The Aet provides that they
cannot draw unemployment insurance when
on strike,

Mr. DAVIES: T have made a mistake; T
should have referred to the doles paid by
the hoards of guvardians.

Aly. Heron: You are wandering a bit.

Mr. DAVIES: T have no objection to
admitting a slip. Tt was stated that the
dockers had no desire to end the strike be-
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canse they were receiving from the boards
of guardians a grcater amount than they
cuuld earn. In view of this, would it not
Dbe bLetter for us to deal with the question
-of a pension for widows and children!

Mrs. Cowan: Why only widows? There
are many married women whe have been
deserted by their husbands.

Mr. DAVIES: The State Children Depart-
ment pay 9s. per week in respect of needy
children und in certain eases | believe the
mother receives an allowanee. Tt would be
a simple matter to change over from the
State Chillren Department to a pensions
department, and dnsteiwd of the allowanee
being regarded as charity from the State to
the recipient, it would he vegarded as a
pengion and a right. [f a woman hecame a
widow, she would have a right to the pen-
sion, The member for Katanaing (Mr. A,
Thomson) dealt with viticulture and criti-
¢ised the Governmment somewhat trench.
anfly

Mr. A, Thomson: And rightly.

Mr., DAVIES: Possibly so—because the
AMinister for Agrienlinre last year said the
Govermnent intended to put 10,000 addi-
tional acres under vines, and had failed to
do so.

Mr. A, Thomson: The Premier made that
statement.

Mr. DAVIES: T have some letters that
indicate the position of settiers on the
Swan. 1 shall not mention names, hut if
memhbers require them, they may see the
letters. One man sent 654 cases each 361bs.
net, weighing 16 tons 7 ewt., to London.
He received from the agents an advance of
£607 10s, 84, The cost of materials, cascs,
ete., was E81 4g, 4, shipping charges at
this end totalled £132 17s. 1d., interest and
commission £73 18s. 3d., making the total
expenses in Western Aunstralia £289 19s.
10d. The London charges came to £228 Gs.
9d., so that the {otal expenditure lere and
in London was £518 95, Yd. This man had
to pay bueck to the ageant who had made the
advance a sum of £490 3s, 3d.

Mr, A, Thomson: Did that shipment con-
sist of currants and sultanas?

Mr. DAVIES: All lexias. Another settler
stated that he shipped 117 boxes of lexias
and received an advance of £136. Tt cost
£65 17s. to send them to London and they
realised £77 3s. 2d. The net profit in Lon-
don was £35 13s. 3d. and the settler was
left to pay back to the apent £158 12s, Gd.
Another man, ‘in respect of 152 hoxes of
lexias shipped to London by the ‘¢Orsova,’’
received an advance of £180 19s. Cleaning
and paeking charges, packing material and
railage cost £33 11s. 4d. On 45 hoxes of
enrrants shipped by the ‘*Moreton Bay,'
the same man rereived an advance of £44
18s. 4d. Cleaning and packing charges,
packing material and railage cost £7 8s, 9d.
The aetual eash received for the 197 boxes
representing 4 tons 18 ecwt, 36 lbs. was
£184 17s. 31. Here is a letter from the
agents—
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Re dried fruits, We inight mention that
the Customs oflicials dealing with thi~ ¢on-
signment state that the quality is as oova
as any that has been exported from W.A.
up to date, and we trust this standard
will be mainrained throughout.

That is a testimonial to the guality of the
fruit.

Mr. A. Thowmson: The eéxporters of that
froit were qu the same unfortunate jwoitinn
as the expoiters of apples in striking « had
markef, hut [ suppose you will not suruest
that we should not continue the tride.

Mr. DAVIES: T am glad the hon. member
hus made that vewmark., But he has stated
that the CGovernment are to blame for nor
having put an additionnl 10,000 acves under
vines, e shonld noi nverlook the citeum-
stanee that if the Government did put even
an additional 1,000 aeres under vines, we
should have to get the right applicant.

Mr. A, Thomson: They ran be got.

Mr. DAVIES: They will not come for-
ward while sueh prices are obtaining,

AMr. Johnston: We are still importing
raisins.

Mr. DAVTES: There is any guantifv of
the bhest loxias to be found in the world,
Lexins cost 56 much to produee on the &van,
aml if they ean he produced in the Eastern
States so much lower, the Eastern States
producer can ship his lexias over here and
sell them in our market, in competitinn with
Western Australian growers, at a profit.
The question is one of economies. Tt i- not
a question of patriotism,

Mr, Tleron: The growers get better jprices
in the Fastern States, and still thev sell
their stuff here cheaper.

Mr. DAVTES: Now as to cotton growing
in the North-West. I am pleased that the
member for Roebourne (Alr. Teesdale). whe
took soeh a prominent part in the establish-
ment nf the plantation at Derby, is in his
seat, because a tribute is dAne to him for the
way he worked to cstablish cotton growing
in this State.

Members: Wear, hear!

Mr. DAVIES: The Minister for Agricul-
ture, speaking here the other evening, sail he
would not have attempted to grow wheat in
this State in conditions similar to those nnder
whirh men were cxpected to produce cotton
in the North., T repeat the statements of the
Minister for the information of the member
for Roebourne. The Minister said that plant-
ing out of season, or at the tail-end of the
season, could not possibly sueeeed. Notwith-
standing the adverse cireumstances under
which the cotton was planted. the dar T
visited the plantation, accompanied hy a man
who resided there, the plants were about 18
inches or two feet high. The man told me
that the plantation had not had a fair
chance.

Mr, Pickering: Hce was right, too.

Mr. DAVIES: There were large bolls, the
size of a lime, and these holls when squeezel
Fielded as much matter as would come nut
of a lemon or an orange. This showerd that
rotwithstanding the unfavourable planting,
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the cotton plants were doing well.  That
cvening I met the people concerned in the
plantation—the three families who arc re-
maining at Derby. Strangely enongh, the
heady of those three Families happened to be
ex-residents of the Guildford electorate. 1 was
acquainted with the three gentlemen, and 1
will repeat what they told me: *We went
out on that plantation and cleared the

ground. Tt was not cultivated, hut merely
scratched.  No  fertiliser was put in the
ground. We planted the seed, and left it

without any attention at all, either at the
time or sinece. The expert came along and
condemned the whole show, lock, steck and
barrel. 8o we abandoned it.”” To the easual
visitor the place looks as if a blight or a
plague had struck it, and driven the settlers
.away. There are half-finished houses, and
agrieultural implements lying about, cooking
utensils scattered about the place—

q Mr., Teesdale: The settlers left the next

ay.

Mr, DAVIES:
far Roehourne——

Mr. A, Thomson: And in justice to the
State.

Mr. DAVIES: Yes; it must be acknow-
ledged that that plantation @id not get a
fair deal,

The Minister for Works:
blame for that?

Mr. DAVIES: The expert.

In justice to the member

Whom do you

The Minister for Works: For the aban-
donment?
Hon. P. Collier: Blame the department

that sent the men up there. In the first
place, the men were sent up too late, and in
the second place there was no cultivation.
The whole thing was mismanaged by the de-
partment.

Mr. DAVIES: The Government got a man
like Colone! Evans, in whom T suppose they
Lad the utmost confidence, though they had
not complete confidence in the memhber for
Roebourne or the Queensland expert. Ou re-
ceipt of the report by Colonel Ewvans, the
Government simply accepted his views and
took the settlers off the holdings.

The Minister for Works: What happened
to the cotton?

Mr. DAVIES: Tt is there still,

The Minister for Works: Still growing?

Mr. DAVIES: Yes.

Hon. P. Collier: The sensible business
method would have been to start with two
or three men and give the proposal a practieal
test. Tt would not have cost many hundreds
more to give the thing 2 praetical test.

Mr. DAVIES: 1 entircly agree with that.
I consider that the utterance of the Minister
for Agriculture here the other evening consti-
tuted an additional reason why the men
should have heen allowed to continue on the
plantation.

Hon. W, C. Apgwin: A Government in-
spector told me that the expert knew more
ahout the country in half an hour than he
himself had learned in 20 years, He said the
¢xpert was there for half an hour.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Mr. A, Thomsen: Apparcutly he went up
there to condenm the place.

Mr, DAVIES: I do not say for one mo-
ment that the Governmment should be con-
demned, but this expcrience ought to teach
them that once they set out on an cnterprise,
say such as cotton growing in the I'_Torth,.
they shonll not finally abandon it until ex-
haustive inquiry has been made by some com-
petent person, [ do not know that the mem-
ber for Roehourne was consulted after the
expert from Indin eame herc. Possibly the-
hon. member will speak later in this debate.
However, the present situation is that out of
12 families who started on this cotton-grow-
ing experinent, only three now remain on the-
plantation. If I may use a hackneved word,
I should like to ask whether the experiment
now being made ¢an be considered sufficiently
ecomprehensive to really test the place.

Mr, Teesdale: It is doomed to fallure.

Mr. DAVIES: That is the opinion I have
formed myself, but I was somewhat diffident
about giving expression to it. I. congider
that more than three settlers should .have
been placed together for the purposes of the
experiment now going on.. They could then
have nssisted cach other. A matter of great
concern to the metropolitan area is the ques-
tion of housing. I understand that there will
be o deputation to the Premier to-morrow ask-
ing him to resume the construction of workers’
homes in the metropolitan area. Two or
three speakers, especially the member for
Katamning (Mr. A, Thomson), have urged
that the amovnt allowed under the Workers’
Homes Act should be increased. As a workar,
T am not inclined to think that that step-
would help one iota.

Mr. A. Thomson: Yes, it would

Mr, Heron: The workers canmot pay the
charges.

Mr. DAVIES: I would hestitate to take
on, with my other responsibilities, a loan of
£500.

Mr. A, Thomson: But you would get a
better house. '

Mr. Heron: A better house than you could
pay for.

Mr. DAVTES: © know the advautages of
the house, but [ know the disadvantages of
heavy charges to a man with a limited wage.

Mr, A, Thomson: You would not he pay-
irg more.

Mr. DAVIES: Possibly building costs are
now at their highest. As regards bricks, no
reduction has taken place, and bricks are a8
high to-day as they have ever been in this
State, and are harder to obtain by reasen of
so many building operations being in pro-
gress,

The Minister for Warks: Are you in favour
of extending the brickworks?

Mr. DAVIES: T eannot deal with that
question now, I will deal with it when State
trading concerns come before the House.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! There is too muech
argument.  The hon. member must address
the Chair, and must oot allow himsclf to he
led away by every remark.
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AMr. DAVIES: It is my want of experi-
ence. Sir,  Anyhow, [ am not prepared to
subscribe to the view that the amount under
the Workers' Homes Act should be increased.
The increase, instead of helping the worker,
would represent a burden to him, 1 do sng-
gest, as a way out of the dificulty, that the
etection of workers' howmes should be resumed
in the metropelitan area, that the amount of
the advanee shonld remsin at the present
figure, and that if a worker wunts a better
kouse than can be obtained for the maximum
under the Workers’ Homes Act he should put
in the aslditienal amount.

Mr. A Thomsoun: Thuat has alwaxs heen
done,

Mr. DAVIES: The trouble to-day is not
the amount, but the fact that the ereetion of
workers’ homes in the metropolitan area has
almost ceased.

Sitting suspcnded from 014 to 730 pon.

My, DAVIES: Before tea I was stressing
the point that an increase in the grant al-
lowed nnder the Workers’ Homes Act would
not improve the position. Very few workers’
homes have heen erveeted in the metropolitan
area.  True, grants are given wunder the
Federal War Service Homes Act, which is now
administered by the Workers® Homes Board,
but that lhas nothing to do with the State.
I urge the Government to again crect workers’
homes in the metropotitan area.

Mr. Angelo:  And so inerease the size of
the city!

Mr. DAVIES: When 1 say the metropoli-
tan area, | refer, not to the city, but to the
outer suburbs. Nothing hreeds discontent
among the people more than having miscrable
hemes to live in. T myself have experienced
it, and [ know what it means. The passing of
the Workers® Homes Act immensely pleased
the people, but unfortunately the construction
of workers' homes in the metropolitan area
has almest entirely eccased.

Mr. Pickering: For one thing, £330 is
not safficient moneyv.

Mr. DAVIES: T am not going to subsecribe
to the idea that to increase the grant would
improve the position.

Mr. Angelo:  People in the North are pro-
hibited from getting any workers” homes at
all, There is only one workers® home in the
North. The £550 is not aufficient up there.

Mr. DAVIES: There may be justifiention
for inereasing the grant in the North. |
wonder whether those who advoeate am in-
crease in the grant realise that building ma-
terials are at their highest possible cost to-
day, and that if the grant be increased prob-
ably the high price of materials will continue.

Mr, Pickering: The State is responsible for
the high cost of material charged at the State
Sawmills.

Mr, DAVIES: That is so.  Those mills
charge exactly the same as private mills. The
State Brickworks also charge as much as,
if not more than, private brickworks, Tt
would be interesting to hear the Minister for
Works on that question.
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Mr. Angelo: Then State enterprise is not
interfering with private enterprise, sinee they
work in harmeny?

Mr. DAVIES: [t might be all right *o -
riense the grant ender the Workers' Homes
Act it the workers could have an ussurunce
that the wages reeeived to-day would not be
redueed.  If a man in reeeipt of the basie
wage of £4 3s. went in for an £300 house, and
then in a few years’ time the basic waye was
redueed to £3 10s., how ceuld he then pay
the same rent as he can to-day! There is
one way out of the diffienlty: Municipalities
atd road boards in the metropolitan area de-
elare n brick area, within which no wuolden
houses are permitted. This is a country of
timber. | live in a timber house, and [ know
that in the supuner Lime the woaden hou-e is
cooler and much more comfortable than i~ the
brick house. [t i3 said the wooden house has
a disadvantage in that rvenovations, inclmling
einting, nre se wmuch more costiy.

Mr. A, Thomson: And the insurunee pre-
miums arc double these charged for o brick
house.

Mr., DAVIES: 1| do not think they are
doukle. 1 have a wooden house, with lath and
plaster linings, and [ think the premium L
pay is 2. Gd. more than would be paid on a
brick house. If the local authovities would
restriet thetr brick areas, and so allow peo-
e to go in for timber houses, the enst of
workers’ homes could be greatly reduced. 1
have studied the plans of the houses being
built on the group settlemenis. The price of
cach house is, T think, £240. The house cow-
tains four rooms of 18 x 12, The two front
rooms and one back room ure ceiled, but othey-
wise unlined. There are two fire places, each
lined with brick, an approved stove of Wesl-
ern Australion manufacture, a front verandah
of §ft., and a back verandah of 9ft. The
honse is of the sewmi-bungalpow type. Hun-
dreds, if not thousands, of workers in the
metropolitan area would be very glad to oun
such houses. Tt s very wise in the Govern-
ment net to completely line those homes in
the group scttlements, becavse an industrious
man, once he gets into his home, will sce
about lining it in his spare time.

Mr. Pickering: He will not have too mnch
spare time,

Mr. DAVIES: Of course, if a man cures
to earrv the additional expense, he could be
given a ecompletely lined homse. Al rhe
group settlers are very pleased indeed with
the houses being provided for them. Now 1
want to say a word or two ahout trmmway
extensions.

Mr, Pickering: Do von think they nve
necessary ?

AMr DAVIES: T know the Country a1y
has an antipathy to any extension of the
eity lramwaxys.

Mr. Latham: That is unfair.

Mr. DAVIES: Then why does the hon.
memher ask whether I think the extensious
are necessary? It is essential that increased
travelling facilities should be providel n
the metropolitan arca, so that people misit
build their homes in the outer suburbs. Put
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when g tramway exiension is made, steps
should be {aken fo preclude an undue tise
in the price of land in the district  Not-
withstanding what was said by land ageats
before the Royal Commission, prices of
Como land have greatly inereased since tne
building of the rramway. The Royal Com-
inission asked the CGovernment to seriously
consider an extension to Belmont, 1 for my
part suggest to the Government that they
should reserve land in the Belmont area,
and when the tramway exteusion is built,
throw open that land at a fair price to the
workers. That soggestion will be found to
he eminently practicable. If the present
conditions continue, the pesition will be-
come ntolerable, In the metropolitan area
we have two or three families living in once
house, like so many chicks in a coop.

Mr. Awgelo: In the North we have fami-
lics who cannot get a house at all

The Minister for Mines: On the other
hand, wp tiere one family can he found
living in n house big encugh for balt.a-
dozen,

Mr. DAVIES: We ought to alter that also.

TPhe Migister for Mines: Oh, you wane
the millennium.

Mr. DAVIES: Howevey, if we cannot
assist the whale of the people in the State,
let us assist those whoin we eun.

Mr. Angelo: And make the city life still
more congenial at the expense of the people
outback,

Mr, DAVIES: | wish to consider
transport versus tramrway transit,
sland the Como tramwsv extension eost
£1,000 per mile. Tf that is going to be the
cost of all tramway extensions [ am going
to ask whether it would not be better to
appeint a competent antbority to express
an opinion, or cven soggest that the Gov-
ermment go inte the question themselves,
for the purpose of finding out whether it
would not be advisable to construct a road
so that a motor sevviee might be instituted.
In the aggregate this might prove less
costly, looking at it from a1 superficial point
of view, than a {ramway extension. I am
aware that bogey ears which are in use
at the present time cost between £2,000 ana
£3,000.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: The Fremantle ears
cosi £4,000 each.

Mr. DAVIES: Tor that sum of money
four motor vehlicles rould be purchased. It
might therefore pay to construct good roards
so that the motor methud of transport might
be adopted.

The Minister for Mines: Why ask for an
extension to Belmont when thev already
have n motor ’'bus on the road?

Mr, Iickering: What price that
hus?

The Minister for Minez: What fares do
they charge?

Mr. DAVTES: T understand it is 1s. 6d.
each way, or 2s, for the return journey.

Mr. Angelo: Motor huses are cwtting out
the tramways in the Eastern States.

road
I under-

motor

[ASSEMBLY.]

Ar. DAVIES: How can we expect work-
ers (o live in the Belmoutr area und pay ¥s,
cacl day so tkat Lhey might attend their
work !

Hon, W. (. Angwin: The ocngineers &t
Singapore are usking that the trams Ue
removed and t{hat motors should be substi-
tuted.

The Alinister for Mines: The trams at
Singupore we used by the natives only.

My, DAVIES: Two er three years ago the
Minister for Railways was iunterested in the
subject of the eiectrifiecation of the wetro-
politan ratlway system. There is an agita-
tion af the present time in the Kulaumunda
listrict for the clectrifieation of the railway
to that locality., If we could bring this about
it would mean healthy homes for the people,
1 suggest that the fivst step in that direction
woulidl be” the extension of the serviee to Bel-
mont. The matter is certainly worthy of con-
sileration. | next wish to deal with meat snp-
plivs to the metropolitan urea

My, Piekering: What abeut Wyndham
meat?

Mr. DAVIES:  Hon. members had an op-
yortunity  to-night of sampling  Wyndham
frozen meat, and it would he interesting to
know how muny wvailed themselves of the op-
porinnity to try it

Fhe Minister fer Mines:  Yon muost wait
until to-morrow nnd sec what the effect is
going to be.

Me DAVIES: Tt might be wise to post-
pone eonsideration of the subjeet until we ¢an
et some information as to how many mem-
herg actually tried the frozen me:t, Regurd-
ine the bringing down of livestock from the
N orth-West, [ recently had an experience of
how it is «ome when I travelled on the
“Tambrn " from Darwin to Fremantle. My
uhiservations learl e to deelare without hesi-
t-tion that the method of transport is the
most wasteful imaginable. As many as half
a dozen head of steck were thrown overboard
per dax.

Mr. Angelo:
heiny Jost.

Mr. DAVIES: T was informed that the
freight was £5 or £6 per bullock and that
there was the cost of feeding on the voyage
and the attendance.

The Minister for Mines: No, that is in-
cluded in the freight.

Mr. DAVILES: T was told that about 30
per cent, of the ‘"Bambra’’ shipment would
reach the econsumers. The bullocks loaded at
Derby numbered 250,

Hon. W. C. Angwin: There were 13 head
lost out of a shipment of 600 on the *‘Kan-
garpo.’’

Mr. DAVIES: [ do not know whether it is
because of the construction of the ship, hut

T have known of 33 per cent.

-the faet remains that the eattle were herded

togaether in such a way that were it done on
the railways the Society for the Prevention of
Cruclty to Animals would be ealled in, In
the conditions existing on the *“Bambra?? the
stoek were hound to sweat themselves to
death.
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Zir. Underwond: Not to death.

M DAVIER: Well, to skeletons. I am
intormed that the ofid [oats like the “*Tan-
pler’7 were 1y tter eqcinped than some of the
bonts of tu-day.

Mr. Underwood: The best cattle boat on
the coast was the ‘Kwinana.'’

Mr. DAVIES: [f the stock were carried
on the upper deck they would be in the
fre-b air aml would have a chanee to reach
the- market, As it is, veiy fow of those that are
broaght dowa on the ““Bambra’’ reach the
merropolitan avca.  fo addition te the mor-
tality there is going on an immense wagtage.
I cun testity to the faet that when the bul-
locks were tuken on board at Derby they were
rolling fat. and when they arrived ot Fre-
mantle they looked like glorified whippets.
The question of bringing irozen meat from
Wyndham has heen referred to. There was
n trial shipment on the ‘Bambra’’ and 1
spoke to a huteher in my distriet who toid me
that he had ordered zhont 300 1bs. of that
shipment.  He declared that out of a couple
of hundred cvstomers only one ordered frozen
meat anil almest the whole lot was left on
his hands. The «question then arises: why
will not the people eat frozen meat?

Mr. Teewlale; [ they would not eat the
meat that wuas brought down on the ‘' Bam-
bra'* they should he compelled to go withount.
It was beautiful meat.

Mr. Angelo: Tt was preindice and ignor-
anedd,

Mr, DAVTES: If the consumers will not
purchase it, the butchers will certainly not
buy it to have it lcft on their hands.

Mr. Uniderwood: Hundreds of tons of
irozen meat are bhrought over here from the
Eastern States every week.

Mr. TAVTES: T suppose the people eat
that becaunse thex do not know the meat is
frozen.

dir. Angelo: That is>where the ignorance
comes in,

Mr. Underwood: Anvhow, I do not think
von know the difference between shark and
baracoota.

Mr. DAVIES: If we can overcome the
prefudiee and ignorance we shall be able to
get meat mueh cheaper in the metropolitan
arer.  Let ux try te find out what the exact
reasen ig.  In 1916 a Federal price-fixing
commission visited this State and the ques-
tion arose whether bread could be supplied
at a cheaper rate to the people, The master
bakers said, ‘*Yes, we can supply it provided
the people come to the bakery for it; it is
the distribution that is so eostly.”’ The
ehairman of the commission asked the baker
who was giving evidence whether the people
wonld Feteb it themselves wnder these condi-
tions, and the answer was that a trial bad
been given to that method and it had failed.
The chairman of the commission told the
master baker that the reason for that was
that the ceonomie pressure was not severe
en-eirh to compel the people to go to the bak-
ery to get their own bread, that they in-
sigted on having it delivered. Just let me
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give au instanee of what came under my
notive when £ was in Melbourne some three
vears ago. 1 was visiting on¢ of the depart-
mont stores in Beurke-shiset whep a2 woman
entne in and parehased sixpennyworth of tape.
The atiendant, having completed the sale, said,
**3May [ seml this to youw, madam?’’ The
topin replied in the affirmative.

Mr. Underwood: Did she get a truvk or a
van!

i TAVINS: That possibly is the reason
why  many  thing ar> so dear  to-day.
Through too costiy methods of distribution
the eonewuer hag tn jay more for  hix
wunts. 1t may be the same in regard to meat
from the North, The method of bringing
down live stock is costly, amd the people have
ta pay it, The member for Pilbara stated
that Parliament had been working on top
gear, and that democracy had so evelved it-
self that we had to-day almost reached an
impasse. He also said we either had to go
iorward or backward, and that there was no-
thing he could suggest whereby an improve-
ment coukl he made in the present system.

Mr, Underwood: The Constitution.

The Minister for Agriculture: We could
not stand still.

Mr. DAVTES: An interjection was made,
YWhat about elective Ministries''! and the
lion. member saidl we had tried the system.
Where have clective Ministries been tried in
Australia?

Mr. Underwood :

Mr. Johnston:
party.

Mr, DAVIES: Last night the member for
Yilgarn referred to the treatment of con-
sumption at the Wooroloo Sanatorium and
said, **Let us deal with this in a non-party
spirit.”’

Mr.
words.

Mr. DAVIES: Bome members referred to
the fact that we had never made immigration
and land development a party question in this
House. Let us deal with all things in a non-
party spirit. There should be an improvemnent
in the systein of Parlinment, The fnult can-
not tie with ane party only; ail are responsibie.
When matters are of great import to the
people, the appeal goes out, ‘‘Let us deal
with the matter in a non-party spirit.”” 1
ask members {o deal witl matters in that
way from the standpoint of the welfare of
the people.

Hon. W, C. Angwin: We do the latter.
Tt is only the point of view you take.

AMr. DAYIES: We will bave parties, how-
ever long (onstitutional government goes on.

Mr. Pickering: We cannot get away from
them,

Mr. Harrison:
bias.

Mr. DAVIES: There was a time when
parties were divided on the fiscal issue. In
the TFederal Parliament there were free-
traders on one side and protectionists on the
other.

Tn this House.
By one party from oue

Heron: Those were Dr.  Mitehell’s

There will always be party
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Hyn, T. Walker: Not in the IFederal
House. It is part of the Constitution to

have a tariff yound the borders.

Mr. DAVIES: They call it a vevenue tariff,

Hon. T. Walker: That is equivalent to
protection.

Mr. DAVIES: Cannot we deal with all
matters in a non-party spirit?

Mr. Lambert: Dor’t you think we have
so dealt with every one?

Mr, Pickering: You have Been most gen-
erous,

Mr. DAVIES: Criticism has heen levelled
at the Country Party for their criticism of
the Government. That is the product of na-
tionalism, [ presume. Every member on this
side upon his 1eturn to Parliament subseribes
to free discussion and to his being respon-
sibic only to his clectors.

Mr. Lambert: That is to say he can do
as he likes.

Mr. Pickering: Like the hon. member.

My, Lambert: You are overburdened with
intelligenee.

Mr. DAVIES: Tt was not always thus.
Matters were discussed in ¢aucus, and then
brought into the House, and whether it suited
members or not the subjects were earried.

Mr, Johnston: What js caucus?

Mr. DAVIES: A meeting of the party.
Onece members came to a conclusion in the
atar chamber, that beeame their opinion
vhether they iiked it or not.

Mr. Lambert: Like the party meeting you
held before the assembly of Parliament.

Mr. DAVIES: A meeting was held, but ne
one was bound to support the fhings dis-
cussed. Nothing was decided, and no mem-
ber was bound when he took his seat in the
House.

Hon. T. Walker: Why did you meet?

Mr. Pickering: To discuss matters.

Mr. Heron: To come to in honourable un-
derstanding.

Mr. Lambert: To have a friendly chat.

Mr. DAVIES: Tt was not a mecting to
bind members to support what was to be
earricd at the mecting.

AMr. Heron: The member for Sussex tells
us a different tale.

Mr. DAVTES: Some improvement can be
brought about in this direction. The man in
the street is regardless, when a1 eandidate
comes hefore him, of whether he bhelongs to
the Labour Party, the National Labour party,
the Countrv Party or the Nationalist Party.
If o man has given good service in the House
the hulk of electors will, regardless of party,
support him, .

Mr. Lamhert: That is a comfortable feel-
ing to have before an election,

Mr, DAVIFS: Yes. It is one I possess.

Mr. Pickering: And T also.

TMr. DAVTIES: Others on this side also
possess that fine feeling, The general opinion
of electors is that they stand for a man who
does hita duty regardless of party.

Mr, Teesdale: What about the late mem-
ber for York?

[ASSEMBLY.]

Mr. DAVIES: That was a slip on his part,
He failed to put in his nomination to the
returning officer,

Hon. T. Walker: And he missed the bus,

Mr. DAVIES: The electors desired that
be should return to the pell, but a particnlar
candidate refused to move. If he had done
so that gentleman who represented the elec-
tors would have been returned to the House.
1 should like io refer to the incident that oc-
curred before tea. It is the first of its kind
since I have heen a member, No one was
more sarprised than I, for I did not hear the
interjection of the hon. member,

Mr. SPEAKER: T do not think the hon.
member need discuss that question.

Mr. DAVIES: T regret the incident and
wish it had not occurred.

Mr. JOHNSTON (Williams - Narrogwn)
[8.10]): The Speech this year contains an
interesting if somewhat stereotyped record
of the progress of the Btate dwing the past
vear, and also the programme forecasted
by the Government of legislation for this
session. I wish to make a few comments on
the Speech, and to do s6 in the same spirit
of helpfulness and friendlingss I lave
always displayed to the Governmentis I have
supported.

The Minister for Agriculture: To all?

Mr. JOHXSTON: If Ministers will take
a careful note of the helpful criticism that
has been tendered to them from all sides
of the House during the debate I am sure
e will have a definitely improved adminis-
tration and better legislation in the near
future. In view of the heavily inereased
taxafion we have been subjected to duoring
the past year T regret to find the deficit for
last year was £405,351. We must, how-
ever, be thankful for small mercies. We
find a measure of reduetion, somewhat
approaching the increased taxation imposed
during last year. The accumnlated defieit
to the 30th June laat was £5,910,816. Against
that we have an accummiated sinking fund
of £8,781,031, so that our position is net so
had as it looks.

Mr. Harrison: Ou paper.

Mr. JOHXSTON: OQur accumulated sink-
ing fund is to-day greater than the accn-
mulated sinking fonds of all  the other
States of the Commonwealth put together.

Hon. W. (. Angwin: That has nothing
fo o with the deficit,

AMre, TOHNITON: No, but it has an im-
portant bearing upon the finaneial position
of the State. T never miss an opportunity
af reminding people, particularly from ather
parts of Australia, of this fact when they
refer to our financial position.

Hon. W, ¢!, Angwin: [t may go down with
ontsiders but not with us,

Mr, JOHNSTON: TIn other States the
same splendid provision for the future, as
iaid down by the late Lord Forrest when he
established the original sinking fund of one
per cent. on our Joans, has not yet heen
made. Tn the present circumstances, and
with the demands upen the public ex-
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¢heqguer constantly oceurring, members of
this party have never ceased to nrge a policy
of economy, but ) do not si¢ Liow we ecan
live within our incomes at present unless
we get the proper measure of relief that we
are entifled 10 from the Federal Parliament.
[n to-day’s paper I sce that Mr. Gregory
lias taken up the matter of our treatment
at the hands of the Federal Government.
Yesterday he asked the Prime Minister the
following guestion—

{n view of the heavy expenditure to
which the Government of Western Aws-
trakia is committed by its policy of
development of the vast areas of the State
and its encouragement of immigration and
land scttiement, will the Government issue
ingtructions for the re-enforcement of the
bookkeeping svstem of interstate trade in
the Customns Department of Western Aus-
tralia for the next two years, to permit
of the collection of data which may help
to demonstrate how the present system of
high tariff 9mposts, so advantageous for
the other States, is prejudicial to the
interests of the people of Western Aus-
tralia, and enable the Government of that
State to submit to the Commonwealth a
defintte c¢laim for finaneial reparation?

The Prime Minister replied stating that the
matter was receiving consideration. The
land settlement and group scitlement policies
will mean a large inerease in the population
of Western Australia, That means that we
must pay more through the Customs in ecom-
parison with other SBtates, What we pay is
doubiled by the fnet that these heavy Custoins
duties increase the price of many articles
manufactured in the Fastern States, and

they are sold here at a muaeh higher
price than obtains in  the State of
origin. This is due v the Customs duty

which has to he paid on those articles.
There has been no more important matter put
hefore the Federal Government for many
vears than that which Mr. Gregory put before
the Prime Minister when he asked the ques-
tion T have quoted. Tf we had that informa-
tion we could wmake our proper claim along
legitimate lines, backed with the fullest offi-
eial details. { urge the Government to take
advantage of the Prime Minister’s visit Lo
Western Australia to pross this request for
financinl assistance with all the power and
might at their disposal. [ hope that they will
do so, and T feel that in the Prime Minister
thex will have a sympathetic listener.

Hon, W, . Angwin: T have my doubts,

Mr, JOHNSTON: [ am convineed that it
was the desire of the Federal Treasurer to
give effect to the financial agreemeat, which
would have given Western Australia £100,000
more by way of subsidy than we have re-
ceivedd in the past. T regret that the selfish
action of the New Sonth Wales Government
prevented that agreement being given effect
to.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: There is a doubt
whether the amount would have reaehed that
total.
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Mr. JOHNSTOXN: T helieve the Federal
Covernment nre anxious to deal fairly with
Western Australin.  That indeed is the true
Federal spirit.

Mr. Angelo: It will take us two years
before we will know what we are losing.

Mr, JOHNSTON: That is not so. Wa
would know quarterly as the impcrts came in
and excise was collected. One often hears
amazing statements in Parliament, but one
of the most amazing came from the member
for Leederville (Capt. Carter} last night.

Capt., Carter:  Ts this the voiee from the
throne?

Mr. JOILNSTON: Tt is my own voice. T
have not discussed this matter with the power
behind any therone. That hon. member said
that the exeeutive of the Primary Producers’
Association did not favour the poliey of closer
settlement to which the Government had at
tempted to give cffect. 1 have to thank him
for his proper admisgion that the Country
Party members in this Honse stood for closer
settlement.

Hon. W. €. Angwin:
the Bill.

Mr, JOUNSTON: Certainly we did.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: Youa voted against the
last Bill.

My, JOTINSTON: We voted solidly in
favour of important amendments to protect
the interests of pioneers. I want to emplasise
the fact that there are three things that have
the whole-hearted support of the Country
Party, the Primury Producers® exveutive
and, in short, of all members of that move-
ment. [ refer to migration, closer settle-
ment and developmment.

Hon. W, C. Angwin: You didl not show that
by your votes

Mr. JOHNSTON: It is amazing that any
hon. member should make that statement
ayainst the fine organisations from which the
members of our executive are selected annu-
allv, [t is true fthat when the Closer Scttle-
ment Bill, which we supported solidly, came
before the House, we endeavourel to sce that
justice war done tn these old pioncers who
took vp their land in the early days.

Fon. W, C, Angwin: There was no injus-
tice in thuat Bill, in any shape or form,

Mr. JOHNSTON:  Those pioncers have
homes to which many attach a sentimental
value much in exeess of the nmount they would
receive if the land were taken for closer set-
tlement. Those pionecrs should receive full
amd proper compensation, should their homes
he resumed.

Hon. W, !, Angwin:
that.

Capt. Carter: Of course it did.

My, JOHNSTON: That was what we at-
tempted to achieve.

Capt. Carter:  But the Bill provided for it.

Hon, W. C. Angwin: Tt was said that vou
were instructed to vote against the Bill.

Mr, TOHNSTON: T did not receive any
such instruction. I am not prepared to take
instructions from any exeeutive while occupy-
ing my present proud position as a repre-
sentative of the people.

You did not vote for

The Bill provided for
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Hon. P. Collier: The point is that you are
in the happy position of agrecing with the
hostile exeeutive.

My, JOHNSTOX: 1 do not know about
that. [ cortainly think the president of the
Trimary  Producers’ Assoeiation’s executive
might well feel proud at the attention paid in
this Chamber to the very important pelitical
pronouncements he puts before the country
each yvear. This year T believe his state-
wment, from a political standpoint, was more
important than the Speech made from the
throne by the Governor.

Hon. . Collier: Far and away more im-
portant; that is only as it should bhe—coming
from the right wing!

Mr, JOAXNSTON: Tt received a mensure
of suppert from those to whom it was ad-
dressed, and, in justice to Mr, Monger, 1

would say that his personal views, as
expressed in  his speech, were adoptfed
by the Asseciation which he so ceapably

As to the migration seheme, it is
of ecriticism has

Teads.
true that a good deal
heen levelled at details. 1 do not propose
to add to that eriticism to-night beyond
urging the most careful expenditure of the
loan money. It is only natural that there
should be a lot of eriticism during the in-
itintion of a seheme of this kind. The Gov-
ermment showld appreciate this sign of the
interest members take in its progress. It is a
sign that members are doing their job, It
is no small matter that we should horrow
£6,000,000. Tt is true that the Federal and
Tmperial Governments have undertaken to pay
a third of the intcrest on the loan far the
first five years,

The Minister for Agriculture: You seem to
muderstand the poliey all right!

Mr, JOHNSTOXN: There are some details
that I shall be pleased to receive from the
Minister. In Western Australia we have a
amall handful of 348,000 people, but we are
to bear the whole responsibility for the
capital expenditure at  the end of the
five-vear period. That hbeing so, it is
only  right that every member of the
Houae should be anxious that the CGov-
ernment should ebtain full value for this ex-
penditure. At the start the Government did
not obtain full value for their expenditure
in the South-West, That faet is freely ad-
mifted. We have been told that hetter
methods are now being initiated. Ministers
should devote their whole attention to seeing
thint the State receives full value for the ex-
penditure of that loan of £6,000000. Tf we
oet that. the scheme will he a success. Tf
we do not safeguard ourselves along these
lines, a scheme conceived in the highest inter-
ests of the State and the Empire may easily
end in disaster. T would like to think that,
in assisting in this scheme, we are doing some-
thing to carry out the prophecy for the
future that was first made by Sir Joynton
Smith, We, in this portion of the Empire,
are <oing our part to earry out Sir Joynton
Smith’s  vision of Australia heing the
ultimate headquarters of the British race.

[ASSEMBLY.]

The Minister for Mines: With Doodlakine
as the capital?

Mr, JOHNSTON: We should look at the
pesition of the United States a conple of
centuries ago, and at the position now. We
realise that we are now in the position that
the United States was in in those early
days.

The Ainister for Mines: Then the magnetice
centre of Narrogin will come info its owi.

Mr. JOHNSTON: T thought the Minister
for Mines would have had a little more vision
than not to believe that this huge island con-
tinent of Australia has o great future before
it in the bhands of the British race. I
heard a member of the Brifish Overseas
Delegation, Mr. Wipmall, when speaking at
Kalgoorlic say that the community there was
a more British one than he had fouand in
Great Britain. We should have a much
larger population than we have now. The
British Government have already shown a
desire to transfer their surplus white popu-
lation to this island eontinent.

Fon. P. Cellier: ow, when do you pro-
posc to enter the matrimonial ecirele?

My, Munsie : Give him notice of that

question.
Mr. SPEAXXYR: Order!
My, JOHNSTON: Tt seems to me that

during the last year or two, the Government
have been pinning their faith to a develop-
mental pelicy ir. the South-Western portion of
the Stats, to areas heavily timbered and well
watered.  Most of the migrants whe have
gone on the land have heen sent to the South-
Waest. It would almost appear that the
Premier had for the moment lost sight of the
wheat bhelt and the magnificont arcas along
the Great Southern ratlway, where so mueh
more, comparalively speaking, ean be done
with loan expenditure.

Mr, Pickering: 1 thought £3,000,000 had
heen set aside fer the whent areas alone?

AMr, JOHNSTON: I have not heard of thar
woney coming aleng yet.

The Minister for Agriculture: You know
it is being made available.

Mr. JOHXNSTOXN: T know that the Agricul-
lural Bank is doing its part in making fresh
advanees for agricultura) purposes. T give the
Giovernment credit for their actions in that
regard. T do not know that the money is
drawn from the Tmperial grant, The Min-
ister may inform us on that point. No doubt
the Government have to some extent been
influeneml In opening up the South-West by
the knowledge of the imports of dairy pro-
duce from the Bastern States. Last year no
Jess than £894,153 was sent to the Eastern
States for butter, cheese, cggs and other
dairy produce, all of which could have lLeen
pyroduced in Western Australia.

Mr, Underwood: T have been in this House
for the past 17 years and T have heard that
statement made every year.

Mr. JOHNSTON: Yes, and if the hen.
member were out of the Hause a bhit, he
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woulid see the considerable effort that was
being made to reduce that expenditure in the
Eastern States. 1If the hon. membe: came to
Narrogin, he would see a bhutter factory
there where, during the best part of the
season, i fons of butter per week are turned
out.

The Minister for Agriculfure: That was
done inside of a couple of years,

AMlr. JOHNSTON: Yves, it was a very cred-
itable achievewment, I join with other lon.
menbers representing the Great  Southern
from Pingelly to Katanning and Tambellup
in their advocaey of that magnificent area of
country as a suwitable field for the Govern-
ment’s group settlement efforts. The butter
production is increasing rapidly and that ter-
ritory is eapable of earrying 30 times the
number of settlers there to-day if the land
wore only purchased and subdivided by the
Government.

Me. Underwood: Now give the North-West
a trial

Alr, JOHNSTOX: VYesterdny the member
for Wagin (Mr. Stubbs) spoke of a property
for sale at #5s. an aere. T know that pro-
perty well There are  similar jproperties
throughout the Great Southern, most of them
well improved, and I cannot understand why
they ave offered for sale so cheaply when we
know that land of similar quality in the East-
ern States, but less favourably situated, is
bringing four to five times the money.

Mr, Stubbs: That is quite trne.

Mr. JOHNSTOXN: The lovernment could
settle groups much cheaper in the Great
Southern than anywhere else in the State, I
hope that this matter will receive their atten-
tion and that groups will be established there
to engage in dairying and viticulture. Fig.
ures have been given showing that land in the
Great Southern can be purchased and put
under vines for less than £20 per acre, as eom-
pared with £60 per acre which is the cost
in the Swan distriet.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: Tf this land is so _

good, why do not the peaple purchase it that
are comiug here from the Eastern States to
take up land?

Mr. JOHXSTON: They are deing so
every week.  The Premier visited Darkan
and inspected the vineyard established by
Mr. Rhodes, who eame from Mildura. At
Darkan Mr. Bhodes grew finer grapes with-
ont irrigation than he grew at Mildura with
irrigation. The local governing bedies from
Pingelly to Katanning have been irring to
get  the Government to pgive effert to
their promise to establish  vitieultural
settlements there, but ssithout result, Last
year we sent £67,157 out of the State for
wine alone. Wine grapes of the highest
quality were grown and the finest wine was
produced at Wagin and Katanning to years
gone by, which shows what a splendid open-
ing there is for seftlement in this industry
along the Great Southern.

AMr. Underwood: But still yon want some
Government assistance.
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My, JOHNSTOXN: in spite of the fact that
a considerable uantity of raising is pro-
duced locafly, last year we sent £243(2 to
the Fastern States for this commuliiv and
we imported jam to the value of £110,000,
These figures show what an excellent oppor-
tuniry offers for increased preduction in
these directions.

My, Undemvood: You will find we export
the currants and raisins we grow and nnport
others,

My, JOHXNSTON: That is su, but the
value of onr imperts greatly excecd the
valee of our exports. Hegarding new rail-
ways, most of the muney vxpended in the
last few years has been spent in the Sounin-
West, The wheat belt has {0 some extent
Ieen overlooked,

The Minister for Agriculture: What about
the Esperance-Northwards line for a start?

Mr., JOHNSTON : The construction of
that lize is procecding but slowly, My
argument is that there s more railway con-
struction projected in the South- West than
in the wheat helt. [ do not complain of
that. Tt is the dury of the Government to
open up all parts of the State, but there are
localities in the wheat belt with large settle-
ment but too far distant from railway com-
munication for profituble farming. Import-
ant proposals put forward hy the Railway
Advisory Board have not been carried into
effect; nor are they mentfioned in the Gor-
ctnor’s Speech.

Hon, W. . Angwin: The Advisory Boacd
de not have te find the moner.

Mr. JOHNSTON: The hon. mewber gen-
erally attaches great weight to the opivions
of these expert aivisers of the CGovernment.

Hon. W. ¢ Angwin : But construetion
cannot be rarried our withent money,

Mr. JONINSTON : Settlers cast of the
Yillimining-Kondinin line have been pur on
the land at distanees of 35 to 40 niles from
the rvailway. 'They have large areas under
erop this veur from Walyurin, Fast Jilakin
and Kalgarvin, and it is important that rail-
way communication he provided for them
at the carliest possible date. The Railway
Advigory Board recommended a viilway from
Kondinin to Newdegnte that would serve
Kalgarin en rouie, but T find no meniion in
the Governor '~ Specch of that very important
proposal. [ Wope. however, that a Bill to
aunthorise the construeiion of this line will
be introduced during the current sesgion in
aceordance with the promise made by the
Premier in  this Heuse a year ago. [
have asked (he Covernwent fo sond  the
Advisory Board fo report on the {uin-
dannine listriet, thon  which there is no
distriet o e and s well seitled  that

ig st} withent ailway  eommunication.
This district  has  heen  seftled  tor 60
years. T  congratulate  the  Government
on mentioning in  the Speech  their  in-
tention to construct the vrailway frowm
Narrogin to  Dwarda. This line was

approved i 1913 and EJ000 te start the
work was voted on the Loan Estimates for
the pertod ended the 30th June last, but T
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regret that the Minister for Works is not
preseut to cxplain why that amount was
not expended in accordance with the direc-
tions of the House. I am pleased that tne
tioverument have decided to build the line
through this fertile district. The Minister
for Works has given notice of u Bill to
deviate the route. If the deviation is de-
signed to afford hetter commuuvication to
that fine body of returned soldiers settled
on the Noombling estate, the measure will
have my hearty support. The Governmens
have done right in deciding to proceed with
the construction of this railway, which was
anthorised so far back as 1915, aud I am
glad the Premier iz keeping faith with the
settlers hy fulfilling his promise. [ con-
gratulate the Mlinister for Agriculture ouw
hiz report on the Esperance land. It is true
that the bigh opinions voeiced by him were
previously expressed by Vreofessor Lowne,
by Dr. Harrison, formerly ROLO. at Esper-
anee, and Dy a mnjority of the Railway
Advigsory RBoard. The Advisory Board re-
ported in 1910 that there was a huge pro-
vinee at Fsperanve crying aloud for setgle-
ment, A Royal Commission was appointed
to inquire into the proposed railway through
that district.  The commisston travelled
thyough the Isperance distriet and also
through the mallee arveas eof the Eastern
States and, unlike the memhbers of the For-
¢ Umnaievion, its members were well paid
for their travelling.

Mr. Pickering: It seems to be a hig joke
for everybody cxcept the Forests (‘ommis-
gion,

Mr. JOHNSTON: I merely wished to .e-
mind the House of the injustice done to the
hon. member which, even now, is capable
of heing rectified by the Government, T
was pleased to see the Minister for Agrieul-
ture return like some modern Christopher
Columbus and tell of his great discovery of
land in the Esperanee district, his remarks
bearing out those of the other authorities
of wears ago. Tn view of the Ministers
advocaey, | do not see how the Govern.
ment can refrain from introducing a Bill
to authorise the construction of the
lineg from Norseman to Salmon Gums.
In XKalgoorlie three weeks apgo an unkind
person eame to me and said, ‘*What are you
people roing to do akout that 60 miles that
is without railway communication between
Norseman and Salmon  Gums? Wa call
it “The Gropers’ Gap™ up  here.”” “TF
ta e hom im Western  Australia  is
to be a goper,”” 1 said, ““that is a very un-
dust name to attribute to that empty spaee,
partienlarly in view of the advocacy which
two gropers, the Minister for Agricnlture and
myself, have given to the construction
of the line.'’ Tf that gap remains, it could
more properly be ealled * Mitchell’s Mis-
take™" or “* Walker's War Cry.”” Yo doubt
the member for Kunowna (Hon. T. Walker)
will find it very useful as such in the near
fotare.  Another matter to which T desire to
drsrw attention is a petition signed by cvery

[ASSEMBLY.] ]

holder o o leasehold worker s home in the town
of Nurrpgin, The petition was presented to
the Government some months ago. The peti-
tioners, an earnest hody of workers, asked
for the option to be extended to them to con-
vert the homes in which they are living from
leasehold hlocks into freehold. The palicy of
this party is frechold tenure for all concerned.

ITon. W. €. Angwin: They need not have

petitioned. ‘They could have got in under
Part I'V, of the Aect.
Mr. JOHNSTON: Wlhen they wanted

those homes, they had to aecept the only

fenure available for that partienlar land,
“which  was  leaselold. I forwarded the
|'etition  to the Fremier, and received

u reply that the matter was receiving con-
sideration. [ wrete to him again on the sub-
jeet, and the matter was still receiving con-
sideration. T am not content to let the Gov-
ecrnment evade the issue any longer. 1t ia
up to them to say right out whether they
intend to give these workimen their freehold
titles or not. While the Labour Government
were in power, very many town lots were dis-
posed of entirely on the leasehold principle,
especially in Bruee Rock and Corrigin, It
was a very interesting cxperiment, and I
regret that ay o social experiment its period
was so limited. Hundreds of town lots
were leased by the Labour Government to all
sorts of people—wealthy people, people who
never improved the lots, All thoese people
have been given by this House the right to
convert the blocks into freeholds. The only
man who has been denied that right in towns
iy the worker owning his home and living in
it The petition shows remarkable unanimity,
inasmuch as it has been signed by every
holder of a house on leasehold tenure in
Narrogin. T hope it will be granted by the
Crovernment without further delay!

Mr. Cunningham: Who were
moters of the petition?

My, JOHNSTON: T do not know who
promoted it, hut it was sent to me by this
association of the workers who are interested.

the pro-

. During the recess I visited the Eastern States,

and while there was greatly struck to see
huge factorics going up in Melbourne and
Sydney, factories to be used for exploiting
the Westorn Australian and Queensland and
other ontside markets for the henefit of Vie-
toria and New Souwth Wales. It appears to
me that if we cannot obtain the necessary re-
Het under the tariff for the development of
our primary industries, if we are to be sub-
jeeted to the exploitation of Eastera manu-
facturers, our hest coursc hy far is to eca-
courage sceondary industries in Western Aus-
tralia. There are only two wavs in which
the State Government can help towards such
an end. One is—and I regard this as rather
important—by an amendment of the Muni-
cipal Corporations Aet. Under that Act zs
it stands te-day, a municipality cannot rate
on the unimproved value of land, hut is com-
pelled to rate on the annual value. This may
seem a small thing, but it is one of the fac-
tors which have to be reckoned with in caleu-
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Iating costs.  Houth Perth, because of that
aljeetionalde  provision, decided o convert
the municipahty into v 1oad bonrd, therehy
vetting the bencfit of the system of rating
on_onimproved values,

Hon. W, (", Angwin: Read hoeards get sub-
sidies toe, you know.

Mr. JOANSTON: A man wants to Inild
a big factory in Subiaco, and 1 may mention
in this connection that I had the privilege of
disrussing the question of the establishment
of woollen mills in this State with Mr, Stir-
ling Taylor whilst T was in the East. T do
nut see why a man should be penally rated
for his enterprise in ereeting large wool-
ler mills, for justance. 1 think the Govern-
ment might well aceede to the request put
forward by repeated municipal conferences,
ty be piven the option of levring rates on
whichever system cach municipality may
think just. I do not wish any imunicipality
to be coerced intu altering its system, theugh
I think the very least the Government can do
is to put our municipal councils in the saine
position as that occupied hy similar bodies
in the Fastern States, namely that of rating
on cither the aunual value or the unimproved
value, as they may think fit. Another factor
telling against Western Australia is the heavy
rates of taxntion imposed here as compared
with the East. This refers particvlarly to

farge imvomes. We wish, however, to
get  some  secondary  industries  cstab-
fished  here, instead wof importing  the

products  of those industries from the
Eastern States, The man with the capital
ean exercise a deeisive influence towards the
establishment of secondary industries in West-
ern Austrafia.  Tu considering sueh projects we
must take info account the plea so ably put
farward by Mr. Monger in his receat address.
that Vietoria’s maximum rate of income
faxaiion is 61.4. in the pound, as compared
with 2 maximum of 4s. ¥d. on large incomes,
and oulv on large incomes, in Western Aus-
tralic. The ts. Tdl. is arrived at by a tax of
4s. and a supertax of 7d. T ask the Govern-
ment to consider seriously whether the time
has not arvived when in the interests of West-
ern Australia {hat supertax should he waived.
I hape that when the taxation Bill comes be-
fore the House, the guestion of getting rid
of the ohjectionable supertax of 15 per cent.
on all incomes will he fully considered.

Mr. Angelo: Even then our maximnm will
be 7d abiove the Queensland maximum.

My, JOHXBTON: NXow T wish to say a
few words regarding the pressing question of
water sapplics beth in the eountry and in the
eity. We all remember what took place last
¥year, when from gne end of the wheat belt to
the ather the people were unfortunately with-
out water. [t was heartrending to know of
people earting water five, ten, and twenty
miles, Over such distanees they were obliged
to rart the whole of the water ther required.
In the eastern wheat helt a great deal of
stock had te bLe sold simply becanse the
farmers were in snch a distressful position
with rezard to water. It was a very sad

sight to see ihe lines of water vurts at the
various sidings, varts which had come 1n
tor water that in wmany cases had been
brought Ly the tiovernment over distunges
of 31 to W0 miles at g loss to the State as
well, At the same time we bear of com-
PMaints in the ¢ity, no desbt justiiable vom-
Plaings, regarding <hortage of warer in parrs
of the metropolitan wrei.  What is tie posi-
tioh to-day!  Anticipating  Parlinment’s
appreval, the dGovernment have ontereld
upon a very large water supply for the
metropolitan area. 1 have been told that
the complete sehome will cost three miliions
sterling.  The Minister for Works has tolid
s that severnl sew  reservoirs are alrewdy
heing erected in various paits of the metro-
politan area, with a view to obviating the
vomplaints which were heard Just year. As
regards the eountry, we have been promised
key dnms.  Reyuests have beem made for
ennsiderable  extensions of  the poldfields
witer stheme. T waunt the Government to
foreser the position that is likely to arise
in the country next summer, in the same way
as they are anticipating the position which
may peeur in the metropolitan area, o
far as I know, not one key dam has vet heen
commenceit: and vet the difficulty which
cansed the Government to determine on key
dams last vear is far more urgeot than the
trouble in the metropolitan- avea, Appar-
ently the eity bas once again reeeived thwe
substance, namely the starting of o three-
million pounds scheme, whilst the country las
promises of the shadew in the shape ¢f 2 fow
kev dams, and estension of the uwoldficlds
water seheme s sl uniler consideration.

Mr, Clvdesdale: The ity will have to pay
for its water supply.

Mr., JOHNSTON: T hope that is so.

AMr. Mann: You will not mind if the eity
is paving for it?

My, TOHNSTON: No.  But the sooner we
get 1 metropolitan board of works on the
same lines as that existing in Victoria. the
hetter, 1 entertain nnt the slightesi obhjece-
tion to the vity having an c¢xtra  thrpe-
millinns sterling spent on its water supply,
provided that the ratepayers whoa get the
henefit of it ave prepaved to pay for it

Mr, Clydesdale: Will that appisy to  the
eonntry as well?

Mr. JOHXNSTOXN: A« faet, it ix appiving
to the country. In the municipalits ot
Narrogin to-day rthe peopls are heing rared
at 3s.in the ponnd fov theie water supplv—
a very heavy vharge onoa sinall commniity,
Next there is the frantway exfension o
vigoronsly amd so snevesstollv advpented by
the menbey for Coning (M, Clydesdante .

A, Clydesdale: Yon have eome vonus ot
last, then.

Me, JOHNSTON:  Nob ot all. EXP nsienz
fo Mavhinids, Claremant sod olasibere jire fa

progrese, T ool with o good deal of reoyer
on the oxtension ta Clavement slong the

Perth-Fremantle-vond, hecause it s So verv
closs to the raileay. The oxtension
mendind by the Rowva! asgnission copsia*'oor
of el eve of this Hoise woo alom s We=rran.

FroLeatta
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rowd, eloae to the river. Tn view of the con-
dition of the country’s finances we have no
right at all te build a tramway to a locality
alveady well served by a railway, as Clare-
mant 15, [ fear the ultimute result may be
thar hoth the tramway to Claremont and
the railway will be run at a loss, owing to
the competition of one Govermment service
with another Government service. Here
again my objectior would be waived alto-
gether if 1 were convinced that the cily
wps going to pay this half million or se
whieh the tramway extensions wiil cost,
taking into account the new cars wnd new
eynipment nceessary, This expenditure, it
is ton he noted, comes on top of the three
millions for metropolitan water supply,

Mr, Mann: Will you not give the ecity
anvthing ont of revenue?

e, IOTINSTON: Ot course.

The Minister for Agriculture: Where do
vou get vour hall millien pounds from?

Alr. Tamhert: Lt is not £100,000.

M JOHNSTON: A large namber of new
curs will he preguivred. I do not know fhe
-1 extent of the Government’s proposals.
Wo oare tall that Parliament is to be asked
1o vote money and T higzavded a guess of half
g witlion pornde, T will hie agreeably suy-
Piived 3 i i3 loss.

The Minister for Agricnlture: Youn are as
far out cn this point As you were about the
thiree millions for water supplies.

AMr. TOANSTON: [T advoeate the appoint.
ment of & metropoltan hoard of works or a
tramway trust to see that these works pay in-
tesest awd <inking fond,

“fr. Lamhert: Bof they are paying now,

The Minister Tor Mines: The country has
not econtribnted a shilling towards it. but
on the other hemd. the concerng have con-
tributed £53,000 to the Tevenue.

My, TOHNSTON: XNearly half the popula-
tion of the State resides within the metro-
politan area.

The Ministe:r for Mines: The people pay
for the services rendered to the last penny.

ALr. JOHNSTOXN: That is all T am asking.

The Minister for Mines: Then what are
you growling about? :

My, JTOUINSTON: T ask that a metro-
poiitan beard of works shall do this work,
ani yut the hHability en the metropolis.

My, Clydesdale: The work is heing done,

The Minister for Mines: Why hand over
what is already profitable?

My. Clydesdale: That is the peint.

Mr. JOHXNSTON : The Royal Commis-
sion  that ‘inquired into the Soldier
Settlement Scheme did  excellent work. T
sgw  them rareving out their dnties in the
country and they did their work most pains-
takinglv. .\ great many of my electors have
been overeharged under that seheme, and T
hope the fullest approval will be given by
the Government to the Commission’s recom-
mendations, I konow sgomething abount the
veturned soldiers who have settled through-
ont Western Australia, A painstaking and
impartial Commission was appointed by this

[ ASSEMBLY.]

House {0 inquire into fleir grievances. The
Commission went into the matter very thor-
ovghly, and T hope their reecommendations
will be folly, completely, aud generously ear-
rird into ¢ffect. What is worth doing i
worth doing well, and 1 hope the Government
will accept their very proper recommenda-
tions without any delay whatever, I will
have an oppovtuuity to deal with other im-
portant matters mentioned in the (overnor's
Bpeceh when they come forward during the
sessjon. I will conelude by hoping that our
lahonrs will prove to the benefit of the whole
of the people of the State.

Toe COLONTAL SKCRETARY (Hon. R.
B, Sampson—Swan) [49.31: It is not my in-
teation to delay the House for any length of
time rvegarding matters affeeting the Colonial
Secretary s departinent.  There will be ample
opportunity when the Estimates are before
the House for references to be made to the
many departments under my Ministerial con-
trok

Ar. Corboy: Yon are Minister in charge of
““all others not mentioned.”’

The COLONTAL SECRETARY: Thoge de-
paitments can be more properly discussed on
the Estimates, With other hon., members, T
regret that the member for Forrest (M.
{)'Loghlen) 15 not with us to-night. T am
pleased to hear that a good report regarding
his henlth has been received from somecone
who saw him to-day. My, O’Loghlen is
known thronghout the State, and wherever he
is known he is highly respected. T hope it
will not be long before he is with us again.

Members: Hear, hear!

The COLONTAL SECRETARY : [t is very
gratifying to me that during the course of
the debate there has been little, if any,
criticism respeeting my departments.

Mr., Clydesdaie: That is coming.

The COLONITAL SECRETARY: Reference
was nmade to the supply of wmeat to two in-
stitutions at Claremont and T shall deal with
that matter later. If eriticiam comes later,
and it is justified, T shall be very pleased to
hear it,  Nevertheless, T shall he very sur-
prised if there iz anything in the criticism
that is to come. To-day is the first anniver-
sary of my Ministerial hirthday.

AMr. Clydesdale: Yon will he lucky if you
have a seeond one,

The (OTONTAL SECRETARY: It is said
that the first three vears of Ministerial office
are the wmost diffieult. T antieipate that as
time goes on, the work will become easier.

My, Corhoy: Tt is the job of hanging om
that makes it se hard.

The COLONTAL SECRETARY: The work
entails long hours, hut it is interesting, and
T can say that the last 12 months have been
among the happiest in my life.

Mr. Clydesdale: You don’t know what is
in front of vou.

The COLONTAL SECRETARY: As to the
administration of my departments, T hope to
profitably use what knowledge [ possess. I
frankly acknowledge that T have a great
deal to learn; T am under no misapprehen-
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gion on that scere. During the past year [
have endeavoured to keep

Mr. Corlioy: A stiff upper lip.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: That is
what [ intended to say. | have alto en-
deavoured to earry oui in a sympathetie waiy
the multifarions daties compected  with my
office. T may have failed on some aeessions,
but g0 far I have noi noticed any bricks. 1
Lave received hounnets to date, aml T hope
thut will continue.  Sa fur as my ability
permits me, I shall continue giving of my
best to the work.

Mr. Corboy: That is,
months at any rate.

Mr, Stubbs: Will there be plenty of rotten
vgyrs thent

The ('OLOXNIAL SECRETARY: Generally
steaking, the tone of the debate has been
very encouraging, There has heen unanimons
commendation  regarding  the  migration
scheme, on the suecess of which Ministers
are prepared to stand or fall

My, Heron: T think »ou will fall,

Tie COLOXTAL SECRETARY: The
acheme is of the utmost value and on its sue-
cess or failnre, depends the future of West-
ern Australia,  We are advancing settlement
uand we are making headway., Many details
will he improved, but the scheme has been
s0 well founded that T have no fear of ulti-
nate and full success. At the time the Gov-
arnor’s Speech was delivered, 64 groups hadl
been established, representing 1,271 settlers
aund approximately 5,000 souls in all. XNatur-
allv there has been some eriticism regarding
the seheme, bat it has not been of a serious
nature, Ministers weleome criticism.  The
Covermuent have been pleased to weleomae
visitors from the FEastern States and from
the Okl Coumtry. There is every desire
that the world shall know ceverythiog in
connection with the group settloment sehrme
il the migrarion scheme generally,  There
i« no degire that only the hetter side shall
he shown to the outside world. Those whe
~ome lere must work, and those who are pre-
pared to do that have a greater opportunity
of sweeess than is afforded in any other part
of the world, Beeause of that, and because we
have faith in the State, members generally
vpite in applauding the scheme and showing
their faith in it. T regret that neither the
member for South Fremantle (Mr. MeCallum)
nor the member for Hannans {Mr. Munsie) is
in his seat at the moment, because I desire to
refer to some of the statements made by those
hon. members respecting the supply of meat
to certain institutions at Claremont. Tt was
slleged by those hon, members that frozen
meat was being supplied to the Old Men's
Ttome and the Hospital for the Tnsane.

Mr, Teesdale: A terrible affair if it was!

The COLONTAL SECRETARY: Tf would
be,

Mr. Teesdale: On P. & O. and other hig

for anoiher few

ocean liners, the passengers have to eat
froren meat for six weeks at a time.
The COLONTAL SECRETARY: That is

so, and it is cssential that frozen meat shall

413

e used on those boats. 1 agree in all sin-
cerity that the supply of frozen wmeat to the
Goverpnmaont institutions concerned would be
very wromng wleed.  The tenders speeifically
ot out that fresh meat ha. to be sapplied
and that the mest nist be  of first  vlass
quality,

Mr. Teesdale:
neat any worse,

The COLONTAL SECRETARY: I am not
prepared to say that frozen meat is mof as
good as fresh meat. In my opinion it is not.
It is certainly not equal to fresh wmeat unless
treated earefully in the thawing out. A firm
supplving frozen meat would do so with the
sole ebjeet of making an undue profit. The
department controlling the Ofd Men's Tome
and the Hospital for the Insance will not wit-
tingly permit [rozen meat to be supplisd, T
usk the hon. membwrs who made the charee to
give me definite detnils: indeed, I challeage
them to da so. 1 know they were actuated
Ly the very hest motives, but | am certain
they woere wrong in their statements, I am
assured that no frozen wmcat has bren sup-
plial to either institution,

My, Lutey: Then I think you have heen
misinformed.

The COLONTAL SECRETARY: If it can
be proved that frozen meat has been so sup-
plied, further steps will be taken. The in-
mates of those institutions are not going
to be exploited with our kaowledye, Drastic
steps will be taken if it le found that frozen
meai has been knowingly received at cither
of those homes,

Mr. iLuley: It was trozen all right; it had
to be gawn,

The COLONTAL SECRETARY:
hon. member assure me of that!?

Mr, Lutey: 1 have heard that it had 1o be
BHAN I

The COLUONTAL SECRETARY: In answer
to a question, it was said that on two or
three oceasiens chilled meat had been sup-
plied, but on going into the matter I learnt
that the officer whe put up that answer
thought that meat that had bheen in cool
sterage wasz chilied meat. On making in-
quiries T find that meat in cold storage, the
temperature of whicl is not redueed belme 40
degrees, i3 not chilled meat: that ehilled
meat is meat reduced to & temperature of not
loxer than 33 degrees. | hope the hou. mem-
bers whe made the charge will help me by
proving their allegations. On the other hanl,
if they have not the wecessary evidence, T ask
them to withdraw their statements, as being
unfair to the officers coneerned.

Mr. Teesdale: If is a pretty bad advertise-
ment if we will not eat our own chilled
meat.

The COLONTAL SECRETARY: That is
not the point; the point is that the coniractor
must supply aeccording to the terms of lis
contraet, which is for fresh meat of frst
class quality. We have heard something of
stmart answers put up to questions asked in
the Housc. On omly one oceasion have I

That does uot make frozen

Can the
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heard such an answer. That was when the
member for Sussex (Mr. Pickering) asked
a question ahout a picture film illustrating
the clectrified railway service of Victoria,

Hon. W. C. Angwin: Do you not think
a Minister ought to say as little as possible
in answer to questions?

The COLONTAL SECRETARY: On many
ocensions the less said the better. T have no
kngwledge of any improper answers put up
by officers.  Somethimes members ask ques-
tions with the object of creating consternation
in the department. In such instances those
members may see in the replies an unkindness
which dovs not really exist. When last
1 spoke on the Address-in-reply, I was priv-
ilegred to tounch upon o varicty of subjects
which perhaps would hbe improper now. I
shonld like to say how greatly I appreeiate
the oifer made by the Premier of assistance to
the fruitgrow The Premier has definitely
promiced that when a practical scheme should
be submitted for warketing, dryving, de-
hydeating  or in other wax dealing  with
fruit, he would give liberal financial assist-
ance to the Hrowers. To me, ag the member
for Swan, that is extremely gratifying, and
T hope that within the next few months there
will be evolved a scheme of great and per-
manent advantage hoth to the State and to
the growers. Tn conelunsion, I wish to express
my appreciation of the kindness extended to
me as the ““haby’’ Minister of the House
during the past 12 months. I trust that for
numy years to come that kindly spirit will
continue,

Me. HERON (Leonora) [9.23):
That the debate be odinurned.

Maotion put, and a division taken with the
follwving result:—

T move—

Aves 12
Noes 21
Majority against 9
AYES,
Mr. Apgwin Mr. Lutey
Mr, Clydesdale Mr. Munszie
Mr. Corboy Mr. Teesdale
Mr, Cupningham Mr. Willcock
Mr. Durack Mr. Lambert
Mr. Heron {Teller.)
AMr. Hughes
NoLs.
Mr. Aungelo Mr. Maon
Mr. Carter Rir Jamea Mitchell
Mrs. Cowan Mr. Plckering
Mr. Davies Mr. Pipsse
Mr. George Mr. Richardsen
Mr. Harrison Mr. Sampson
Mr. Hickmott Mr. Scaddan
Mr. Johnston Mr, Stubbs
Mr. Latham Mr. Underwood
Mr. C. C. Maley Mr. Mullany
Mr. H. K. Maley (Teller.)

Motion thus negatived.

[COUNCIL. |

Question put and passed; the Address-in-

reply adopted.

.7 BILLS (10)—TIRST READING.

1, Anzae Day.
2, Reciprocal Entforcement of Maintenanee
Orders Act Amendement,
3, General Loan and Tnseribed Stock Aect
Anendment.
4, Tndustries Assistance Act Continuance.
5, Redistribution of Sents.
6, Land Tax and [ncome Tax.
Tntroduced by the Premier.
7, Tnspection of Seaffolding,
8, Pinjarra-Dwurda Railway kxtension Aet
Anmendiment.,
Introduced by the Minister for Works.
9, Electric Light and Power Agreement
Amendment.
10, Trearms,

Tntrodueed by the Minister for Mines.

House adjourned at 9.38 pan.
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30
p.an,, and read prayers.

QUESTION—HOSPITAL FOR THE
INSANE,

Mental Patients.

Houn. J. CORNELL (for Hon. J. F. Dodd)
asked the Minigter for Edueation: 1, Have
the Government decided to build a recciving
home for mental patients on a Class “A*F
Reserve at Point Resolution? 2, Can this
reserve he utilised for such a purpose with-
out the consent of Parliament?

The MINTSTER FOR EDUCATIOX re-
plied: 1, Yes. 2, No.



